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Candidate background in public education and educational advocacy 

What’s your experience with BPS? Please select all that apply. 
Volunteered as a classroom aide throughout high school (at Josiah Quincy, Gavin, Haley), then 
taught weekly Civics in BPS throughout college (at Jackson Mann, Dearborn). 

Have you BEEN EMPLOYED BY any organizations that are involved in education, including 
educational advocacy, education reform, or on issues related to education equity in the city 
of Boston? 
YES 

IF YOU ANSWERED YES TO THE ABOVE, please list both the name of the organization you 
were employed by and your role. 
1) Office of Boston At-Large City Councilor Annissa Essaibi George: Budget Director. (In this role 
I scrutinized the entire BPS FY17 budget and advocated for changes in line with Councilor 
Essaibi-George's priorities.) 

Have you been involved in ANY VOLUNTEER OR ADVOCACY WORK any organizations that are 
involved in education, including educational advocacy, education reform, or on issues related 
to education equity in the city of Boston? 
YES 

IF YOU ANSWERED YES TO THE ABOVE, please list both the name of the organization you 
were involved with and your role. 
1) Office of Boston At-Large City Councilor Annissa Essaibi George: Budget Director. (In this role 
I scrutinized the entire BPS FY17 budget and advocated for changes in line with Councilor 
Essaibi-George's priorities.) 

Equity in Boston Public Schools 

DO YOU SUPPORT CHANGES TO THE CURRENT WEIGHTED STUDENT FUNDING FORMULA that 
would provide all schools a “floor” of basic services provided to all? 
YES 

How would you suggest we address the inequity in school funding within BPS? 
Yes, I support providing a minimum floor of basic services in each of our schools. For teachers 
to provide great instruction, they need to be able to rely on auxiliary staff to help ensure every 
kid is in a position to learn. I’m proud that when I served as Budget Director for At-Large City 
Councilor Annissa Essaibi-George, my main focus was on getting funding for more consistent 
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support across the board in our schools in the form of nurses, librarians, reading specialists, and 
school psychologists. As a district city councilor, I would continue this advocacy. 

I am mindful, however, that in providing this critical floor we must not tilt resources so much 
towards our smaller schools so as to deepen existing school funding inequities. To this end, I 
think we must increase the pool of discretionary funds that are provided to schools on the basis 
of the Opportunity Index, i.e., targeted to provide extra support wherever our students with 
the greatest needs are concentrated. BPS has so far allocated a relatively minor pool of funds 
using this metric, but I think targeting more funds in this way could really enhance educational 
equity across our system. 

A recent report found that the current “home-based” student assignment system has 
increased segregation in our schools. DO YOU BELIEVE SEGREGATION IS A CRITICAL PROBLEM 
FACING BPS? 
YES 

If yes, what changes would you propose to the current assignment system to make it more 
equitable? 
I’ve spent the last few years deeply engaged in trying to combat housing segregation, and I’m 
very concerned about educational segregation as well. Acknowledging that I’m no expert on 
school assignment, I think we should look carefully at the tweaks proposed in the recent BARI 
report. We may also want to review the timing of assignment rounds, as I know such timing has 
been shown to have differential segregating effects in Cambridge, for example. I also believe 
that we could do much more to provide parents with clear information about their options in 
order to help every family make informed choices. Even just knocking doors this summer, I’ve 
encountered a significant number of parents flummoxed by their first encounter with the 
school assignment system and seeking advice on how to think about the decision. Inequities in 
access to information are some of the first barriers that we really should be able to overcome. I 
also think we need to follow BARI’s recommendation to measure equal access in terms of 
actual competition for seats, not just number of schools. Such a framework would also help us 
acknowledge and address the shortage of seats available to families in parts of District 8. 

Do you believe that the student population of each of Boston’s exam schools should more 
closely reflect the diversity of Boston’s population of children in grades 7-12? 
YES 

If yes, what changes would you suggest BPS take to reach this goal? 
Our exam schools are wonderful assets to our public school system. Precisely for this reason, 
they absolutely need to better represent the diverse array of students who live in Boston. I 
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strongly believe that we can maintain their quality while making the mechanisms of entrance 
far more equitable. I found the Rappaport Center’s report broadly convincing: I think we should 
explore admissions to the exam schools based on 5th grade MCAS results rater than the ISEE. 
This is an easy way to lower a barrier to entry, by removing the need to take a separate test and 
study material not included in the BPS curriculum, while still basing admissions on a selective 
metric of academic achievement. I am confident that we can find a way to accommodate 
potential students from outside BPS public elementary schools, whether by offering the MCAS 
to them or converting ISEE scores if necessary. Absent this change, I would support 
intermediate measures such as requiring all BPS sixth-graders to sit the entrance exam, and/or 
providing free pre-exam tutoring to all interested BPS students. Such changes would help 
reduce the ways in which the test differentially favors applicants with substantial parental 
resources of time and money. 

DO YOU SUPPORT CHANGING THE CURRENT ADMISSIONS SYSTEM FOR BOSTON'S EXAM 
SCHOOLS (current system is based on grades and the ISEE test)? 
YES 

Some BPS elementary schools raise hundreds of thousands of dollars per year, and Boston 
Latin School recently raised $53 million in its capital campaign. Schools with more affluent 
families and access to private funding use these funds to supplement the money that they get 
from the state and city, widening the equity gap among BPS schools. WOULD YOU SUPPORT 
CHANGING CURRENT PRIVATE FUNDRAISING PRACTICES IN BPS SCHOOLS TO MAKE THEM 
MORE EQUITABLE? 
YES 

IF YES, what changes would you propose to ensure schools without access to this private 
money are not being left out? 
We want to maximize the private funds directed towards augmenting public education in 
Boston, yet I agree that the differential resources of parent and alumni communities create an 
unfair status quo when such fundraising is done school-by-school. So I’d advocate for a shared-
resources strategy: we should require that every school capital campaign funnel some 
meaningful percentage of whatever it raises (up to a quarter or a third, perhaps?) into a shared 
BPS fund. Those joint funds could then either just be used by schools directly – perhaps 
distributed according to the Opportunity Index or another equity-conscious metric – or could go 
to pay for a district-wide fundraising specialist tasked with establishing philanthropic 
partnerships for less well-known and less well-resourced schools. 
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BPS Governance 

The Mayor currently appoints all members of the school committee, who are then 
responsible for making policy decisions for Boston Public Schools. DO YOU SUPPORT A 
CHANGE IN BPS GOVERNANCE TO ALLOW BOSTON VOTERS THE RIGHT TO ELECT SCHOOL 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS, LIKE EVERY OTHER CITY IN MASSACHUSETTS? 
NO 

IF YES, please describe the model you would suggest. 
(See below; although I answered 'no', I do favor charter reform in regard to how the school 
committee is selected.) 

IF NO, please explain your reasoning for this position. 
I still have more to learn about this issue, but my instinct is that returning to a citywide elected 
school committee will not achieve the school governance accountability that I hear parents, 
youth, and advocates yearning for. There are already five citywide elected officials (the Mayor 
and the At-Large Councilors) whose reelections could theoretically be treated as a referendum 
on BPS, but rarely are, in part because so many Boston voters are uninvolved in BPS directly. I 
think we should instead contemplate a different sort of charter reform. At the BHA, there is a 
permanent tenant-majority on the Monitoring Board. I wonder if we could build on the existing 
mechanisms of Parent Councils to elect parents to seats as part of a permanent parent-majority 
on the School Committee. I would also advocate for retaining and strengthening the youth seat, 
and considering representation for any other key stakeholder groups. The desire I hear is for a 
school committee that has the latitude to genuinely partner with advocates on daily decision-
making about BPS, rather than being designed as an instrumentality of the mayor. So change is 
needed. But a citywide election every few years is too blunt an instrument to achieve that 
purpose. 

Currently there is one member of the Boston Student Advisory Council (BSAC) on the School 
Committee, but they are the only member of the school committee that cannot vote. DO YOU 
SUPPORT THE STUDENT/BSAC REPRESENTATIVE HAVING THE RIGHT TO VOTE? 
YES 

Legislative, Policy and Campaign 

Have you been involved in any legislative efforts or ballot campaigns related to charter school 
growth or regulation? 
NO 
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How did you vote on Ballot Question 2 in 2016, regarding raising charter cap? 
NO 

Please explain your reasoning for supporting either side of that question. 
I voted No on 2 because I was concerned about a growing charter reimbursement draining 
resources from the BPS system. Especially given legacy costs and expensive existing 
infrastructure, the budget of the school system cannot just be prorated and reduced without 
hurting our capacity to provide quality facilities and support to all our BPS students and 
teachers. I also think that, in order to best achieve educational equity, our collective energies in 
pursuit of high-quality public education should be focused on a shared public system that 
includes all our kids, rather than being fractured into district and charter domains. For similar 
reasons, I’m hopeful that the expansion of early education across the city is a real chance to 
help close the opportunity gap while simultaneously giving the neighborhoods of District 8 
more of a stake in our BPS system by attracting more families to start (and then perhaps stay) in 
public school. I think that the more a broad swath of citizens from all walks of life share one 
system, the more it binds us together to work in our common public interest for a great 
education for all. 

Have you accepted or would you accept campaign contributions from charter school 
lobbyists, advocates, or activists? 
YES 

Please explain your reasoning for this position. 
I don’t believe in refusing support from constituents over policy disagreements; I think all the 
people I represent need to know that I’m eager to learn from their views, expertise, and life 
experience. Sometimes we’ll vociferously disagree; I feel comfortable being clear about my own 
convictions and policy positions and explaining my reasoning. If those who disagree then decide 
to support me anyways, I’m honored that their trust in my good faith and judgment can 
overcome our differences. I have supporters on all sides of educational issues. As a Boston City 
Councilor, my direct oversight will be over the BPS budget, not the local charter schools, and I 
intend to work to bring everyone in District 8 together around the goal of making BPS a 
transformative system with great educational opportunity for all our kids. I’m passionate about 
closing student opportunity gaps based on race, ethnicity, gender, family wealth, first language, 
and special needs. I want our Boston public schools to be addressing the trauma that plagues 
too many kids, exciting a love for learning through creative instruction, preparing students for 
successful careers -- and turning them into community members who can thoughtfully engage 
with one another. 
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Briefly list any involvement you have had in legislative efforts or ballot campaigns related to 
other aspects of education, particularly around funding and/or equity. 
I have publicly supported the PROMISE Act, including at the ‘Fund our Future’ rally on Boston 
Common on May 16th, and am proud to be endorsed by Senator Sonia Chang-Diaz, its lead 
author. I think it’s very important that our low-income students and English Language Learners 
get the financial support they need to be successful in the classroom, and our statewide 
formula is badly in need of an update in that regard. While serving as Annissa Essabi-George's 
Budget Director, I focused not only on securing more even school support staffing across the 
board, but also specifically on what further extra resources BPS should provide to better serve 
its 5000 homeless students.




