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Candidate background in public education and educational advocacy 

What’s your experience with BPS? Please select all that apply. 
Advocate for Boston Public Schools and future parent 

Have you BEEN EMPLOYED BY any organizations that are involved in education, including 
educational advocacy, education reform, or on issues related to education equity in the city 
of Boston? 
YES 

IF YOU ANSWERED YES TO THE ABOVE, please list both the name of the organization you 
were employed by and your role. 
1. Citizens for Juvenile Justice: Community Organizer - I have been a Community Organizer for 
nearly five years. I work with diverse audiences such as youth and teachers to create policy 
recommendations. These recommendations are meant to find alternative 

Have you been involved in ANY VOLUNTEER OR ADVOCACY WORK any organizations that are 
involved in education, including educational advocacy, education reform, or on issues related 
to education equity in the city of Boston? 
YES 

IF YOU ANSWERED YES TO THE ABOVE, please list both the name of the organization you 
were involved with and your role. 
1. Citizens for Juvenile Justice: Community Organizer - I have been a Community Organizer for 
nearly five years. I work with diverse audiences such as youth and teachers to create policy 
recommendations. These recommendations are meant to find alternative 

Equity in Boston Public Schools 

DO YOU SUPPORT CHANGES TO THE CURRENT WEIGHTED STUDENT FUNDING FORMULA that 
would provide all schools a “floor” of basic services provided to all? 
YES 

How would you suggest we address the inequity in school funding within BPS? 
As an advocate familiar with getting things passed at the State House, I know it is vital that we 
advocate for an updated funding formula. In order to make change, we must coordinate our 
advocacy efforts. The funding formula is outdated and must be updated to reflect the needs of 
our student population in Boston, which includes many ESL students. I will work as City 
Councilor to listen with students, parents, and all the advocacy groups working hard to pass the 
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Promise Act. I will utilize relationships I built in the State House to ensure that this is a top 
priority goal for the betterment of our students. 

A recent report found that the current “home-based” student assignment system has 
increased segregation in our schools. DO YOU BELIEVE SEGREGATION IS A CRITICAL PROBLEM 
FACING BPS? 
YES 

If yes, what changes would you propose to the current assignment system to make it more 
equitable? 
In order to address the homework issue, we need to look at how homework is assigned and by 
which it must be completed. Currently, a lot of homework must be done using a computer, 
which is an access issue. In addition, for older students who have to work to support their 
families after school, they are penalized for not completing assignments. Assignment systems 
that acknowledge differing student situations will reduce inequities that persist in student 
“achievement” outcomes. We are not assessing “achievement” if our students are not being set 
up for success. 

Do you believe that the student population of each of Boston’s exam schools should more 
closely reflect the diversity of Boston’s population of children in grades 7-12? 
YES 

If yes, what changes would you suggest BPS take to reach this goal? 
Yes, the city has a responsibility to provide the highest quality education for all students in 
Boston. The ISEE test is known to further segregate our public school system by offering 
admission to high quality education to only those who pass the test. Tens of thousands of 
students across the city apply for limited seats at the Boston Latin Academy, Boston Latin 
School, and the O’Bryant. Families that can afford tutors so their children can study for the 
exam fair better. These students are disproportionately white and from wealthy families. 
Following the Harvard report, the City Council has pressed the school board and superintendent 
to identify another exam. I would support this effort and implement a bi-annual Continuous 
School Improvement Plan for each school, which will provide a regular scorecard and actionable 
steps accountable for citywide goals of academic achievement and equity. 

DO YOU SUPPORT CHANGING THE CURRENT ADMISSIONS SYSTEM FOR BOSTON'S EXAM 
SCHOOLS (current system is based on grades and the ISEE test)? 
YES 

Some BPS elementary schools raise hundreds of thousands of dollars per year, and Boston 
Latin School recently raised $53 million in its capital campaign. Schools with more affluent 
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families and access to private funding use these funds to supplement the money that they get 
from the state and city, widening the equity gap among BPS schools. WOULD YOU SUPPORT 
CHANGING CURRENT PRIVATE FUNDRAISING PRACTICES IN BPS SCHOOLS TO MAKE THEM 
MORE EQUITABLE? 
YES 

IF YES, what changes would you propose to ensure schools without access to this private 
money are not being left out? 
This is inequitable and the city must identify the ways we can address these inequities.We have 
to reach the baseline funding that would allow every school to reach its budget at least evenly. 
Changing the public funding model is essential to reach those baseline goals in Boston’s 
schools. We’d also need to make capital campaigns have a cap per school, with a certain 
percentage past the cap going into a general school fund for the district. 

BPS Governance 

The Mayor currently appoints all members of the school committee, who are then 
responsible for making policy decisions for Boston Public Schools. DO YOU SUPPORT A 
CHANGE IN BPS GOVERNANCE TO ALLOW BOSTON VOTERS THE RIGHT TO ELECT SCHOOL 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS, LIKE EVERY OTHER CITY IN MASSACHUSETTS? 
YES 

IF YES, please describe the model you would suggest. 
I would suggest a full elected school model with the following requirements: two student 
members, elected by their peers; and two caregiver seats on the committee, elected by other 
BPS student’s caregivers. In addition, the student seats would have full voting power. And the 
remaining five members I would be elected through an open democratic process, where any 
Boston citizen of voting age can elect school committee members. I would work to ensure there 
were strict campaign financing limits and no corporate PAC (i.e. Charter School interest groups) 
influence allowed. 

Currently there is one member of the Boston Student Advisory Council (BSAC) on the School 
Committee, but they are the only member of the school committee that cannot vote. DO YOU 
SUPPORT THE STUDENT/BSAC REPRESENTATIVE HAVING THE RIGHT TO VOTE? 
YES 
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Legislative, Policy and Campaign 

Have you been involved in any legislative efforts or ballot campaigns related to charter school 
growth or regulation? 
NO 

How did you vote on Ballot Question 2 in 2016, regarding raising charter cap? 
NO 

Please explain your reasoning for supporting either side of that question. 
I do not believe we need additional charter schools in our state. I believe stabilizing our public 
education system is the most important need. Privatizing additional schools with public dollars 
only hurts our public school system and our students. 

Have you accepted or would you accept campaign contributions from charter school 
lobbyists, advocates, or activists? 
NO 

Please explain your reasoning for this position. 
I have a great disdain for the inequitable practices that allow Charter schools to harm our public 
school system. A false belief of a superior education allows the complete disrespect of both 
teacher rights and student creativity to exist. I have been advocating against Charter Schools for 
nearly seven years as a student rights advocate. I’ve also seen their suspension rates and the 
issues it causes with student displacement harm thousands of young people every year. Also 
from a personal standpoint, my sister just ended a year of being a charter school teacher and 
listed it as one of the worst decisions of her life. Kids were treated terribly and asked to work 
solely to pass a test. I’ve spoken with charter school teachers around Allston-Brighton and 
other parts of the city who have mentioned the exact same issues. Therefore taking money 
from Charter school PACs would go against my belief in equity for education and my respect for 
both teachers and students. 

Briefly list any involvement you have had in legislative efforts or ballot campaigns related to 
other aspects of education, particularly around funding and/or equity. 
I have worked a lot on the juvenile justice components of last year’s criminal justice reform bill. 
This included provisions to decriminalize arrestable offenses in schools, such as disturbing 
school assembly. I also advocated for increased funding for student resource officers and 
teacher trainings on racial and ethnic disparity issues.




