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DISTRICT NINE: Liz A Breadon 
 

Candidate background in public education and educational advocacy 

What’s your experience with BPS? Please select all that apply. 
Have you BEEN EMPLOYED BY any organizations that are involved in education, including 
educational advocacy, education reform, or on issues related to education equity in the city 
of Boston? 
YES 

IF YOU ANSWERED YES TO THE ABOVE, please list both the name of the organization you 
were employed by and your role. 
1). Perkins School for the Blind: Physical therapist and coach for students with multiple 
handicaps; 2) Allston Brighton Health Collaborative: Active volunteer 

Have you been involved in ANY VOLUNTEER OR ADVOCACY WORK any organizations that are 
involved in education, including educational advocacy, education reform, or on issues related 
to education equity in the city of Boston? 
YES 

IF YOU ANSWERED YES TO THE ABOVE, please list both the name of the organization you 
were involved with and your role. 
1). Perkins School for the Blind: Physical therapist and coach for students with multiple 
handicaps; 2) Allston Brighton Health Collaborative: Active volunteer 

Equity in Boston Public Schools 

DO YOU SUPPORT CHANGES TO THE CURRENT WEIGHTED STUDENT FUNDING FORMULA that 
would provide all schools a “floor” of basic services provided to all? 
YES 

How would you suggest we address the inequity in school funding within BPS? 
Recoup revenue from two sources. Charter School Assessments drain millions from BPS. Engage 
constituents to put pressure on MA Leg and Gov to pay the Commonwealth agreed-on 
reimbursements. Educate constituents about PILOT and lobby Boston Assessing to reassess 
institutional real estate holdings and institutions to pay and back pay full PILOT. Harvard owns 
more than half of Allston but the Jackson Mann schools and BCYF have been allowed to 
deteriorate until they get torn down. Brighton High has had its successful AP Physics and Math 
classes cut, along with winning robotics programs. Fewer students follow cuts and cuts follow 
fewer students. I will speak out and call for for a hearing on the decimation of Allston Brighton 
schools. Since the City has too few seats in exam schools why not establish a fourth at Brighton 
High. 
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I also support both The Promise Act and Fund Our Future. 

A recent report found that the current “home-based” student assignment system has 
increased segregation in our schools. DO YOU BELIEVE SEGREGATION IS A CRITICAL PROBLEM 
FACING BPS? 
YES 

If yes, what changes would you propose to the current assignment system to make it more 
equitable? 
I don't believe incremental changes will work in a system designed to maintain status quo.This 
is a heavy lift but I support shifting some of the approx $125M we spend on busing to equitable 
funding of neighborhood schools. I also support an elected school board representing Boston 
districts so that equity can be discussed and negotiated out in the open. 

Do you believe that the student population of each of Boston’s exam schools should more 
closely reflect the diversity of Boston’s population of children in grades 7-12? 
YES 

If yes, what changes would you suggest BPS take to reach this goal? 
Exam school tests include questions that aren't taught in many Boston schools which privileges 
kids whose family can afford private schools and test tutors. I would like to see admission 
processes other than testing used to reflect Boston's diversity. This will benefit the entire 
system and City. 

DO YOU SUPPORT CHANGING THE CURRENT ADMISSIONS SYSTEM FOR BOSTON'S EXAM 
SCHOOLS (current system is based on grades and the ISEE test)? 
YES 

Some BPS elementary schools raise hundreds of thousands of dollars per year, and Boston 
Latin School recently raised $53 million in its capital campaign. Schools with more affluent 
families and access to private funding use these funds to supplement the money that they get 
from the state and city, widening the equity gap among BPS schools. WOULD YOU SUPPORT 
CHANGING CURRENT PRIVATE FUNDRAISING PRACTICES IN BPS SCHOOLS TO MAKE THEM 
MORE EQUITABLE? 
YES 
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IF YES, what changes would you propose to ensure schools without access to this private 
money are not being left out? 
In many restaurants tips are shared with staff that don't wait tables. In that spirit I support 
pooling these funds and either splitting them based on an agreed on formula or having students 
pitch and vote on proposals for using the money. 

BPS Governance 

The Mayor currently appoints all members of the school committee, who are then 
responsible for making policy decisions for Boston Public Schools. DO YOU SUPPORT A 
CHANGE IN BPS GOVERNANCE TO ALLOW BOSTON VOTERS THE RIGHT TO ELECT SCHOOL 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS, LIKE EVERY OTHER CITY IN MASSACHUSETTS? 
YES 

IF YES, please describe the model you would suggest. 
I support a neighborhood-based system of representation and a board that includes student 
and teacher representation (more than one of each). 

Currently there is one member of the Boston Student Advisory Council (BSAC) on the School 
Committee, but they are the only member of the school committee that cannot vote. DO YOU 
SUPPORT THE STUDENT/BSAC REPRESENTATIVE HAVING THE RIGHT TO VOTE? 
YES 

Legislative, Policy and Campaign 

Have you been involved in any legislative efforts or ballot campaigns related to charter school 
growth or regulation? 
NO  

How did you vote on Ballot Question 2 in 2016, regarding raising charter cap? 
NO 

Please explain your reasoning for supporting either side of that question. 
Lifting the charter school cap would have decimated BPS.  

In a hearing called by Clr. Essaibi-George on the fiscal impacts of the ballot question, Boston's 
CFO testified that it would also affect the funds available to every City department.  

I believe that charter schools are a way to move public funds and property into private hands 
with no oversight on the quality of the education. They also exploit young adults by excluding 
their teachers from union benefits. 
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Have you accepted or would you accept campaign contributions from charter school 
lobbyists, advocates, or activists? 
NO 

Please explain your reasoning for this position. 
See answer above. 

Briefly list any involvement you have had in legislative efforts or ballot campaigns related to 
other aspects of education, particularly around funding and/or equity. 
I have actively supported candidates who pledge to fully fund the education budget and ensure 
that schools with students in SPED/SWD, and Low-Level ELL/SLIFE (Students with Limited or 
Interrupted Formal Education) programs have their budget protected and not rely on MCAS 
scores.




