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Candidate background in public education and educational advocacy 

What’s your experience with BPS? Please select all that apply. 
Volunteer/Community Member 

Have you BEEN EMPLOYED BY any organizations that are involved in education, including 
educational advocacy, education reform, or on issues related to education equity in the city 
of Boston? 
YES 

IF YOU ANSWERED YES TO THE ABOVE, please list both the name of the organization you 
were employed by and your role. 
1) The Leadership Brainery: co-founder of nonprofit graduate & professional school pipeline for 
diverse and first-generation college student leaders. 

Have you been involved in ANY VOLUNTEER OR ADVOCACY WORK any organizations that are 
involved in education, including educational advocacy, education reform, or on issues related 
to education equity in the city of Boston? 
YES 

IF YOU ANSWERED YES TO THE ABOVE, please list both the name of the organization you 
were involved with and your role. 
1) The Leadership Brainery: co-founder of nonprofit graduate & professional school pipeline for 
diverse and first-generation college student leaders. 

Equity in Boston Public Schools 

DO YOU SUPPORT CHANGES TO THE CURRENT WEIGHTED STUDENT FUNDING FORMULA that 
would provide all schools a “floor” of basic services provided to all? 
YES 

How would you suggest we address the inequity in school funding within BPS? 
In addition to changing the current weighted student funding formula, we must address gaps in 
quality school options which drive disproportionate funding allocations. I urge that the State 
must fund Boston's public school system more equitably by accounting for the large population 
of under-served students in the City.  

I will urge Payment In Lieu of Tax (PILOT)-eligible Institutions (especially academic and medical) 
to eagerly comply with the PILOT Program, and advocate for more PILOT funds from 
educational institutions be given to support our public schools. 
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I also advocate that BPS direct attention towards enhancing their development/fundraising 
capacity by equipping schools with branding resources to help drive donor engagement.  

Visit --> JonathanForBoston.com/district9 

A recent report found that the current “home-based” student assignment system has 
increased segregation in our schools. DO YOU BELIEVE SEGREGATION IS A CRITICAL PROBLEM 
FACING BPS? 
YES 

If yes, what changes would you propose to the current assignment system to make it more 
equitable? 
I support Councilor Andrea Campbell's "Action for Children" Plan which proposes modifying the 
home-based assignment formula to enhance equity by giving each family a minimum number of 
Tier 1 and 2 seats instead of Tier 1 and 2 schools. According to the plan, "the current 
assignment process sustains inequity because it does not account for the differing number of 
seats at each school, and the uneven distribution of students across the city." 

Do you believe that the student population of each of Boston’s exam schools should more 
closely reflect the diversity of Boston’s population of children in grades 7-12? 
YES 

If yes, what changes would you suggest BPS take to reach this goal? 
The lack of diversity in Boston's exam schools is connected to the educational inequality in BPS 
pre- grades 7-12. Therefore, I support efforts to ensure compatible academic rigor in schools 
and accommodations for special education and English Learner programs in high demand, high-
quality schools over the next 1-3 years. Also, admissions criteria should be expanded to include 
a student's non-quantifiable strengths often highlighted in extra-curricular activities and 
consider more of the "whole student". 

DO YOU SUPPORT CHANGING THE CURRENT ADMISSIONS SYSTEM FOR BOSTON'S EXAM 
SCHOOLS (current system is based on grades and the ISEE test)? 
YES 

Some BPS elementary schools raise hundreds of thousands of dollars per year, and Boston 
Latin School recently raised $53 million in its capital campaign. Schools with more affluent 
families and access to private funding use these funds to supplement the money that they get 
from the state and city, widening the equity gap among BPS schools. WOULD YOU SUPPORT  
  



Boston Coalition for Education Equity  
2019 City Council Candidate Questionnaire 

DISTRICT NINE: Jonathan Lamar Allen 
 

CHANGING CURRENT PRIVATE FUNDRAISING PRACTICES IN BPS SCHOOLS TO MAKE THEM 
MORE EQUITABLE? 
YES 

IF YES, what changes would you propose to ensure schools without access to this private 
money are not being left out? 
BPS must coordinate resources among its schools more effectively by encouraging network 
sharing. I propose, for example, that BPS develop a big fundraising event where each school has 
a booth to highlight their programming and student/faculty successes and any outstanding 
needs. BPS can curate the experience to showcase BPS's combined talent. All funds raised could 
be split between all schools evenly at this one event as a way of leveraging access to other 
schools' networks. 

BPS Governance 

The Mayor currently appoints all members of the school committee, who are then 
responsible for making policy decisions for Boston Public Schools. DO YOU SUPPORT A 
CHANGE IN BPS GOVERNANCE TO ALLOW BOSTON VOTERS THE RIGHT TO ELECT SCHOOL 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS, LIKE EVERY OTHER CITY IN MASSACHUSETTS? 
YES 

IF YES, please describe the model you would suggest. 
I suggest a committee model comprising of nine elected members each representing one of the 
nine municipal districts. 

Currently there is one member of the Boston Student Advisory Council (BSAC) on the School 
Committee, but they are the only member of the school committee that cannot vote. DO YOU 
SUPPORT THE STUDENT/BSAC REPRESENTATIVE HAVING THE RIGHT TO VOTE? 
YES 

Legislative, Policy and Campaign 

Have you been involved in any legislative efforts or ballot campaigns related to charter school 
growth or regulation? 
NO 

How did you vote on Ballot Question 2 in 2016, regarding raising charter cap? 
NO 
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Please explain your reasoning for supporting either side of that question. 
Increasing the cap on charter schools would have impeded funding to other already struggling 
public schools. We cannot support charter schools at the expense of ensuring high quality 
education and support in our public schools. 

Have you accepted or would you accept campaign contributions from charter school 
lobbyists, advocates, or activists? 
YES 

Please explain your reasoning for this position. 
Charter schools are important resources for many children, including those with learning 
demands unmet by traditional public schools. I am open to working with charter school 
advocates and administrators to determine how to better serve those(our) students. To 
advance education reform we must engage advocates for BPS and charter schools to effectively 
close gaps in resources to enhance quality education. 

Briefly list any involvement you have had in legislative efforts or ballot campaigns related to 
other aspects of education, particularly around funding and/or equity. 
I have supported Fund Our Future as a local clergy in legislative advocacy, hosted a community 
round-table on education equity, and lobbied state legislators alongside Stand With Children 
demanding increased funding and equitable resources in the classroom.




