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Candidate background in public education and educational advocacy 

What’s your experience with BPS? Please select all that apply. 
I do not have direct experience with BPS outside of being a Boston resident. I am a former 
public school student, and I deeply value that experience and our public school system. 

Have you BEEN EMPLOYED BY any organizations that are involved in education, including 
educational advocacy, education reform, or on issues related to education equity in the city 
of Boston? 
YES 

IF YOU ANSWERED YES TO THE ABOVE, please list both the name of the organization you 
were employed by and your role. 
EF Education First: Director of Research and Academic Partnerships. I worked at EF for six years, 
writing language curriculum, including creating EF’s first language-immersion programs, and 
collaborating with public school teachers across the United State 

Have you been involved in ANY VOLUNTEER OR ADVOCACY WORK any organizations that are 
involved in education, including educational advocacy, education reform, or on issues related 
to education equity in the city of Boston? 
YES 

IF YOU ANSWERED YES TO THE ABOVE, please list both the name of the organization you 
were involved with and your role. 
EF Education First: Director of Research and Academic Partnerships. I worked at EF for six years, 
writing language curriculum, including creating EF’s first language-immersion programs, and 
collaborating with public school teachers across the United State 

Equity in Boston Public Schools 

DO YOU SUPPORT CHANGES TO THE CURRENT WEIGHTED STUDENT FUNDING FORMULA that 
would provide all schools a “floor” of basic services provided to all? 
YES 

How would you suggest we address the inequity in school funding within BPS? 
I think we must, as suggested, change the student funding formula from a strictly per-pupil WSF 
formula to one with baseline funding. To do so, we need to agree as a community on the 
necessary components of a solid education. All students should have science, arts, music, and 
physical education as part of their school day, as well as access to wraparound services 
including a nurse and a counselor. Once we’ve determined the cost of an education that 
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includes all these elements, we can add a weighted formula to determine the additional 
funding required for students with extra needs (such as autism, social-emotional issues, 
learning disabilities, etc.).  

As I understand it, the current WSF formula means that even a small drop in school enrollment 
can lead to deep cuts, including losing staff and even entire programs, because it sets up a 
vicious cycle of enrollment drop –> loss of funding –> decreased offerings –> another 
enrollment drop (as the school now offers less and is thus less appealing) –> another loss of 
funding, and so on. By ensuring that every school has the same baseline funding, we can stop 
this cycle and begin to address the inequity throughout the system. 

A recent report found that the current “home-based” student assignment system has 
increased segregation in our schools. DO YOU BELIEVE SEGREGATION IS A CRITICAL PROBLEM 
FACING BPS? 
YES 

If yes, what changes would you propose to the current assignment system to make it more 
equitable? 
The most important thing we can do—and the most necessary—is ensure that all BPS schools 
are of high quality and offer the basics of a solid education, including science, art, music, sports, 
and wraparound services. Unfortunately that’s a longer-term goal, so we need to find more 
ways to increase equity in the system now. We must find ways to amend the Home-Based 
Assignment system to reduce segregation and consider changing it altogether if necessary. 

A relatively quick change would be to reserve some seats at high-demand schools for children 
from low-income neighborhoods, which are the least likely to have sufficient high-quality seats 
available. This would reduce choice in neighborhoods with plenty of Tier 1 options, but that’s 
an acceptable compromise in the face of a clear need to address segregation.  

I’d also like BPS to truly solicit and incorporate the ideas and needs of families living in low-
access neighborhoods. Knocking doors, I’ve talked to many BPS families who don’t think BPS 
values their input or understands their needs. To create long-lasting and effective solutions, we 
must have input from those most affected and create an approach that everyone can support, 
or the change will not last.  

Do you believe that the student population of each of Boston’s exam schools should more 
closely reflect the diversity of Boston’s population of children in grades 7-12? 
YES 

If yes, what changes would you suggest BPS take to reach this goal? 
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Currently barriers exist at every point in the exam school admissions process. Just knowing 
what’s required in order to apply isn’t universal among students/families. So first we need to 
attack these systemic issues. All students should be aware of the exam schools, their 
application processes and deadlines, and their enrollment requirements, plus have access to 
BPS support services, such as test prep courses, geared toward exam school entrance. 

Next, we should change the entrance requirements, currently based on GPA and ISEE scores. 
The ISEE test is not based on the BPS curriculum, which disadvantages students unable to afford 
extracurricular test prep classes or additional tutoring. An easily implementable change would 
be to use a different test, one in alignment with BPS curriculum. A more holistic, well-rounded 
approach to admissions is another possibility, with possible factors to consider including if the 
student is in BPS already, their community service, socioeconomic background, particular 
abilities, or neighborhood of residence. Two options often mentioned by Lawyers for Civil 
Rights and NAACP Boston Branch are to allow a top percentage of students from each BPS 
school or from each Boston zip code to choose the high school they wish to attend.  

DO YOU SUPPORT CHANGING THE CURRENT ADMISSIONS SYSTEM FOR BOSTON'S EXAM 
SCHOOLS (current system is based on grades and the ISEE test)? 
YES 

Some BPS elementary schools raise hundreds of thousands of dollars per year, and Boston 
Latin School recently raised $53 million in its capital campaign. Schools with more affluent 
families and access to private funding use these funds to supplement the money that they get 
from the state and city, widening the equity gap among BPS schools. WOULD YOU SUPPORT 
CHANGING CURRENT PRIVATE FUNDRAISING PRACTICES IN BPS SCHOOLS TO MAKE THEM 
MORE EQUITABLE? 
YES 

IF YES, what changes would you propose to ensure schools without access to this private 
money are not being left out? 
I know that this is a tricky situation. Taking all such funds and dividing them strictly equally 
among all schools is a controversial option, and some people believe that such a move would 
demotivate the parents who do this fundraising work. But it is simply unfair to support a system 
in which one child can have a significantly different educational experience than another simply 
because they happen to attend a school with a more-affluent community. I think a compromise 
system could work here: I would propose limiting the amount that an individual school could 
raise solely for itself. After reaching that cap, a school would have to split the excess money and 
put half of it into a pool that could be drawn on by schools who had not reached that limit. 
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BPS Governance 

The Mayor currently appoints all members of the school committee, who are then 
responsible for making policy decisions for Boston Public Schools. DO YOU SUPPORT A 
CHANGE IN BPS GOVERNANCE TO ALLOW BOSTON VOTERS THE RIGHT TO ELECT SCHOOL 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS, LIKE EVERY OTHER CITY IN MASSACHUSETTS? 
YES 

IF YES, please describe the model you would suggest. 
I support an elected school committee. As the only city in all of Massachusetts that doesn’t 
have an elected school committee, Boston residents’ democratic right to representation is 
being infringed upon. I know that Boston’s school committee history is fraught with tension, 
but I also believe we have truly reached the point where we should return to elected 
representation. As an appointed body, School Committee members serve at the behest of the 
mayor, which makes members accountable to the mayor rather than to BPS families and 
students or to the general public. 

I applaud Councilor Annissa Essaibi-George for holding a hearing on this topic and look forward 
to more discussion. 

Currently there is one member of the Boston Student Advisory Council (BSAC) on the School 
Committee, but they are the only member of the school committee that cannot vote. DO YOU 
SUPPORT THE STUDENT/BSAC REPRESENTATIVE HAVING THE RIGHT TO VOTE? 
YES 

Legislative, Policy and Campaign 

Have you been involved in any legislative efforts or ballot campaigns related to charter school 
growth or regulation? 
NO 

How did you vote on Ballot Question 2 in 2016, regarding raising charter cap? 
NO 

Please explain your reasoning for supporting either side of that question. 
I believe that we should be investing in public schools, which are charged with educating all 
students regardless of ability or background. Rather than expand the charter school network, 
we should be focusing our energy and our funding on our public school system, ensuring that all 
our schools are of high quality and are accessible to all students in every neighborhood. 
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Have you accepted or would you accept campaign contributions from charter school 
lobbyists, advocates, or activists? 
NO 

Please explain your reasoning for this position. 
I have not knowingly accepted any contributions from charter school proponents, nor will I. I 
am a firm supporter of public schools and the right of all students to a quality education. 

Briefly list any involvement you have had in legislative efforts or ballot campaigns related to 
other aspects of education, particularly around funding and/or equity. 
Even as a child, I worked to improve our public schools. I remember attending school 
committee meetings in my hometown as far back as my middle school days and continuing 
through high school. We lobbied for everything from improved teacher contracts to increasing 
the budget for the arts. I also took the lead in making our schools greener, including installing 
solar panels on the roof, building a greenhouse, and changing the lunch trays to permanent 
washable plastic versus disposable styrofoam. I was invited to be on the school committee 
board interviewing to find our new vice principal in my senior year.  

Here in Boston, I have publicly supported the Fund Our Future campaign here in Boston both as 
part of my campaign platform and through attendance at organized rallies and lobby days. 




