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Candidate background in public education and educational advocacy 

What’s your experience with BPS? Please select all that apply. 
Family Member 

Have you BEEN EMPLOYED BY any organizations that are involved in education, including 
educational advocacy, education reform, or on issues related to education equity in the city 
of Boston? 
NO 

Have you been involved in ANY VOLUNTEER OR ADVOCACY WORK any organizations that are 
involved in education, including educational advocacy, education reform, or on issues related 
to education equity in the city of Boston? 
NO 

Equity in Boston Public Schools 

DO YOU SUPPORT CHANGES TO THE CURRENT WEIGHTED STUDENT FUNDING FORMULA that 
would provide all schools a “floor” of basic services provided to all? 
YES 

How would you suggest we address the inequity in school funding within BPS? 
Every school should certainly have a "floor" of funding. While some schools will always need 
more or less funds based on attendance, curriculum, etc., every school should be ensured a 
basic floor of funding that does not differ based on neighborhood. 

Additionally, we should not be passing on the costs of attendance to teachers and students. 
Public school should be free, period. No child should worry about falling behind because their 
family can not afford to provide basic supplies, and no teacher should have to worry about 
paying for classroom supplies or their bills. 

A recent report found that the current “home-based” student assignment system has 
increased segregation in our schools. DO YOU BELIEVE SEGREGATION IS A CRITICAL PROBLEM 
FACING BPS? 
YES 

If yes, what changes would you propose to the current assignment system to make it more 
equitable? 
I think that the current school system assignment system is riddled with pros and cons. As much 
as we need to be sure to never allow ourselves to fall back into the parochialism that caused 
the busing crisis, we also need to make sure that we are allowing our children to attend schools 
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that are geographically accessible for them. We must work together as a city to find a better 
middle ground to this issue.  

Although the lottery system was integral in working to desegregate our schools, an East Boston 
resident should not have to drive across the city to pick up their child from school when the 
neighborhood schools are just a walk away. However, while our neighborhoods are significantly 
more diverse than they were 40 years ago, there is certainly still considerable economic 
inequity among them, and it is imperative that we find a way to balance local schooling with the 
economic and social issues that persist in our city. 

Do you believe that the student population of each of Boston’s exam schools should more 
closely reflect the diversity of Boston’s population of children in grades 7-12? 
YES 

If yes, what changes would you suggest BPS take to reach this goal? 
The first and easiest step is to expand funding for free ISEE prep in all Boston neighborhoods. I 
believe that the ISEE is a better indicator of ability to prepare for the test than the actual 
academic potential of a prospective student. We are doing a disservice to our city and our exam 
schools by leaving lower-income students behind just because they can not afford prep classes. 
Once expanded, these ISEE prep classes should be incorporated into the regular school 
schedule for BPS students in the fifth and sixth grade, rather than forcing parents and guardians 
to give up valuable weekend time to attend a prep class.  

The second step is to find a more creative and more holistic means of examining prospective 
students than the ISEE, a for-profit standardized test. We should not be admitting students 
based on their ability to take a for profit exam, but rather on their academic accomplishments 
and further potential. It is imperative that we do everything to ensure that the admittance test 
for our exam schools leaves no qualified student behind. 

DO YOU SUPPORT CHANGING THE CURRENT ADMISSIONS SYSTEM FOR BOSTON'S EXAM 
SCHOOLS (current system is based on grades and the ISEE test)? 
YES 

Some BPS elementary schools raise hundreds of thousands of dollars per year, and Boston 
Latin School recently raised $53 million in its capital campaign. Schools with more affluent 
families and access to private funding use these funds to supplement the money that they get 
from the state and city, widening the equity gap among BPS schools. WOULD YOU SUPPORT 
CHANGING CURRENT PRIVATE FUNDRAISING PRACTICES IN BPS SCHOOLS TO MAKE THEM 
MORE EQUITABLE? 
NO 
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IF YES, what changes would you propose to ensure schools without access to this private 
money are not being left out? 
Every school should be properly funded by the city. However, every school should also be able 
to use and encouraged to use the resources it has, even that means fundraising to supplement 
costs.  

BPS Governance 

The Mayor currently appoints all members of the school committee, who are then 
responsible for making policy decisions for Boston Public Schools. DO YOU SUPPORT A 
CHANGE IN BPS GOVERNANCE TO ALLOW BOSTON VOTERS THE RIGHT TO ELECT SCHOOL 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS, LIKE EVERY OTHER CITY IN MASSACHUSETTS? 
YES 

IF YES, please describe the model you would suggest. 
The elected school committee used to be a cronyist position where those elected would 
become entrenched in office eternally and rarely responsive to city concerns, which is why 
Mayor Menino moved towards an appointed one.  

However, our neighborhoods and residents are more diverse and politically involved than they 
were back then, and we should therefore allow for our residents to exercise their democratic 
right as much as possible.  

I think that ideally the elected school committee would elect representatives from each section 
of the city, and that the candidates would be required to have some connection to BPS or 
educational experience, so that people do not run for the office for the sake of running for the 
office. 

Currently there is one member of the Boston Student Advisory Council (BSAC) on the School 
Committee, but they are the only member of the school committee that cannot vote. DO YOU 
SUPPORT THE STUDENT/BSAC REPRESENTATIVE HAVING THE RIGHT TO VOTE? 
YES 

Legislative, Policy and Campaign 

Have you been involved in any legislative efforts or ballot campaigns related to charter school 
growth or regulation? 
NO 

How did you vote on Ballot Question 2 in 2016, regarding raising charter cap? 
NO 
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Please explain your reasoning for supporting either side of that question. 
Charter schools, while sometimes valuable in filling in gaps, do not have the same sort of 
regulation and public accountability that public schools do. Before we invite any private 
corporations to make educational decisions in our city, we first need to make sure that the 
public schools we provide for our students are sufficiently adequate, and second need to 
ensure that any corporate involvement, if any, in our schools is extremely scrutinized and 
transparent. 

Have you accepted or would you accept campaign contributions from charter school 
lobbyists, advocates, or activists? 
NO 

Please explain your reasoning for this position. 
I am a firm believer in public schools and do not want to be beholden to anyones interests 
based on their ability to cut my campaign a check. 

Briefly list any involvement you have had in legislative efforts or ballot campaigns related to 
other aspects of education, particularly around funding and/or equity. NO RESPONSE 




