
Boston Coalition for Education Equity  
2019 City Council Candidate Questionnaire 

QUESTION: Regarding the question “Have you accepted or 
would you accept campaign contributions from charter school 
lobbyists, advocates, or activists?” Please explain your 
reasoning for this position.   

AT LARGE 

Domingos DaRosa 
No response to this question.  

Annissa Essaibi-George 
I am a strong believer and proponent of the Boston Public School system. I am certain to have shared 
support from many individuals that are proponents of Charter schools. 

Michael F Flaherty 
As mentioned above, I am not opposed to charter schools so long as they provide quality educational 
opportunities for our children. I would not reject support from a constituent based on a position that 
person has -- unless the position is something abhorrent. Generally speaking, charter school activists are 
educational quality activists and that is nothing to be ashamed of. 

Priscilla E Flint-Banks 
I am not a fan of charter schools especially in Boston. 

David Halbert 
I do not seek out donations from active members of the charter school movement, and have no reason 
to do so. If, in the course of my campaign, a member of this community seeks to support me financially I 
will accept their donation, under the assumption that they agree with a different portion of my 
platform. I would do so with full disclosure that I am a supporter of BPS and continue to be 
critical/skeptical of many elements of the charter school movement. For me it ultimately it comes down 
to a question of whether or not my integrity is for sale. Mine is unequivocally not, and so I can take or 
leave charter school donations. 

William A King 
I will not take any money from lobbyists because the only agenda I want to push is the agenda that best 
helps the residents of Boston. 

Julia Mejia 
I'm accepting funding from teachers and others that I have worked with that are advocating to improve 
the experience of kids and families but am not accepting funding from lobbyists or advocates for the 
large charter networks 

Alejandra Nicole St. Guillen 
The only contributions I have accepted from a charter advocate is from a family friend Keri Rodriguez. 
She gave 1,000 to me and other campaigns. We have different opinions regarding education equity. Her 
views do not reflect my views. 
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Michelle Wu 
I have not solicited contributions from charter school lobbyists, advocates, or activists and do not share 
their priorities or policy goals for our educational system. However, my team also has not screened our 
list of contributors against any list of charter school advocates. I would be interested to learn more 
about this from BCEE. 

DISTRICT ONE 

Lydia Marie Edwards 
I have not knowingly accepted or solicited donations from charter school lobbyists and I would not 
solicit donations from the charter school lobby. For an individual resident or teacher who happened to 
believe in advancing charter schools, I would typically determine on a case-by-case basis. I will work to 
sustain and improve school quality for all residents and for every school in my district, but I am firmly 
committed to my support for public education. 

DISTRICT TWO 

Edward M Flynn 
As mentioned, I believe that we should invest in our public schools instead of increasing the cap on 
charter schools, and I don’t intend on changing my position. 

DISTRICT FIVE 

Ricardo Arroyo 
I have never accepted a single donation that was dependent on my support for any issue. My support 
cannot be bought. I oppose raising the charter cap, and I have been vocal about my issues with charters 
that advocate zero tolerance, high punishment, high attrition models. My district includes parents who 
have children in charter school and make decisions to support my candidacy for various reasons and I 
would accept their support. 

Cecily Leticia Graham 
This campaign is purely grassroots, funded by individual and small contributions. I will always put equity 
above profits. 

Justin Matthew Murad 
No lobbying or endorsements have been given to me 
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Alkia T Powell 
No response to this question.  

Jean-Claude Sanon 
In all fairness, I am representing the majority. I can't be bought and becoming an agent of their 
destruction! 

Mimi E Turchinetz 
The source of campaign contributions is a reflection of the values of the candidate and shape the 
agenda of elected official. I do not support the expansion of charter schools, particularly at the expense 
of our public school system. As a result, I do not have ties to charter schools proponents nor have I 
worked to create such ties. I have proudly accepted campaign contributions from BPS teachers living in 
my district and I regularly look to these teachers when developing my education policy. 

DISTRICT SIX 

Matt O’Malley 
While I don’t take corporate donations or PAC checks from groups like DFER, I can’t answer No to this 
question as it is written. I am sure that I have received donations from some people who might consider 
themselves Charter school proponents over the last 9 years. That said, my record on standing up for 
traditional public schools and calling out the flawed charter reimbursement system is unassailable. 

DISTRICT SEVEN 

Kim Janey 
No response to this question.  

DISTRICT EIGHT 

Priscilla Kenzie Bok 
I don’t believe in refusing support from constituents over policy disagreements; I think all the people I 
represent need to know that I’m eager to learn from their views, expertise, and life experience. 
Sometimes we’ll vociferously disagree; I feel comfortable being clear about my own convictions and 
policy positions and explaining my reasoning. If those who disagree then decide to support me anyways, 
I’m honored that their trust in my good faith and judgment can overcome our differences. I have 
supporters on all sides of educational issues.  

As a Boston City Councilor, my direct oversight will be over the BPS budget, not the local charter schools, 
and I intend to work to bring everyone in District 8 together around the goal of making BPS a  
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transformative system with great educational opportunity for all our kids. I’m passionate about closing 
student opportunity gaps based on race, ethnicity, gender, family wealth, first language, and special 
needs. I want our Boston public schools to be addressing the trauma that plagues too many kids, 
exciting a love for learning through creative instruction, preparing students for successful careers -- and 
turning them into community members who can thoughtfully engage with one another. 

Montez David Haywood 
No response to this question. 

Kristen Mobilia 
I do not support increasing the number of charter schools. 

Helene Vincent 
I have not knowingly accepted any contributions from charter school proponents, nor will I. I am a firm 
supporter of public schools and the right of all students to a quality education. 

DISTRICT NINE 

Jonathan Lamar Allen 
Charter schools are important resources for many children, including those with learning demands 
unmet by traditional public schools. I am open to working with charter school advocates and 
administrators to determine how to better serve those(our) students. To advance education reform we 
must engage advocates for BPS and charter schools to effectively close gaps in resources to enhance 
quality education. 

Brandon David Bowser 
I am very intentional of where my donations come from. I will not accept any campaign contribution 
from Charter lobbyists. I think that it is important to differentiate between lobbyists and charter school 
supporters or parents. The power and intention of these two groups are different. I have already taken 
numerous campaign pledges. I have committed to not take money from resource extractions industries, 
as well as from developers. 

Liz A Breadon 
See answer above. [To prior question.] 

Daniel J Daly 
I am a firm believer in public schools and do not want to be beholden to anyones interests based on 
their ability to cut my campaign a check. 
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Lee Nave Jr 
I have a great disdain for the inequitable practices that allow Charter schools to harm our public school 
system. A false belief of a superior education allows the complete disrespect of both teacher rights and 
student creativity to exist. I have been advocating against Charter Schools for nearly seven years as a 
student rights advocate. I’ve also seen their suspension rates and the issues it causes with student 
displacement harm thousands of young people every year. Also from a personal standpoint, my sister 
just ended a year of being a charter school teacher and listed it as one of the worst decisions of her life. 
Kids were treated terribly and asked to work solely to pass a test. I’ve spoken with charter school 
teachers around Allston-Brighton and other parts of the city who have mentioned the exact same issues. 
Therefore taking money from Charter school PACs would go against my belief in equity for education 
and my respect for both teachers and students. 

Amanda Gail Smart 
It’s not right. 

 


