
Boston Coalition for Education Equity  
2019 City Council Candidate Questionnaire 

QUESTION: Regarding the question “How did you vote on 
Ballot Question 2 in 2016, regarding raising the charter cap?” 
Please explain your reasoning for supporting either side of 
that question.   

AT LARGE 

Domingos DaRosa 
I voted no! Our children education is not for profit. 

Annissa Essaibi-George 
When the state drastically underfunds the Charter School reimbursements, like they have for the past 
many years, they force us to choose between level funding our schools or investing in other city 
resources, like green space, and public libraries. It is fiscally irresponsible to support increasing the 
charter school cap and instead work to ensure charter reimbursements be paid in full. I believe that it is 
our responsibility as elected officials to make that happen for every child. I have seen first hand the 
impact of reductions in funding have had on our schools and our students. 

Michael F Flaherty 
While I strongly believe that parents and guardians should have a wide variety of high quality options for 
their children’s academic careers, I also support the notion that decisions should not be made when 
there is research showing the financial loss on public resources that our school system relies on. I have 
been a supporter of charters and I do not withdraw or temper that support. But while I am a supporter 
of the results that charters have been able to achieve, the fact remains that we should be able to 
replicate those results across our city's public school system. The goal is not to create two separate 
tracks to quality public education and nobody should want to privatize public education. The goal is 
equity in opportunity and equity in results. And those results should be nothing short of a quality 
education for all our city's public school children. To achieve that, we need to look at what works and 
make that work in all the system's schools, not just charters. We cannot allow the emergence of a two-
class system among Boston's public schools. 

Priscilla E Flint-Banks 
Charter Schools do not have unions. The state does not fund their charter schools. Parents have a hard 
time getting on the Board. Also the fact that charter schools do not send money back with the student. 

David Halbert 
I voted against raising the charter school cap because I believed that the impact on public schools, 
specifically Boston Public Schools, would be detrimental. Given the significant amount of state 
education funding that is diverted to charter schools I felt that adding additional schools would do more 
harm than good by further restricting desperately needed resources from traditional BPS schools. 
Ultimately I agreed with opponents of expansion that the impact on students - especially the black and 
LatinX students who form the majority of BPS - would be too great a cost. 
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William A King 
I voted in support of a cap on charter schools. I believe that charter schools take away resources from 
traditional public schools. The money follows the student, but a lot of times charter schools will expel 
students for “disciplinary reasons” and the student is removed but the money stays with the school. 

Julia Mejia 
When I 1st entered the education space, I i worked at the Mass Charter Public School Association. As a 
BPS graduate and new parent,, I knew that neighborhoods like mine do not have access to well 
resourced schools. at the time, i was incredibly impressed with the results of charter schools and was a 
supportive of their growth and expansion- After a few years of working in the space and more 
specifically after Families for Excellent Schools (FES) led the Q 2 effort it became clear that the effort to 
lift the cap wasn’t about our children but instead a political battle to pit poor black/brown families 
against each other and further impact our traditional schools. 

Alejandra Nicole St. Guillen 
As someone who spent many years doing statewide advocacy for ELL education reform, I met parents 
across the state whose students were in all types of schools - district and charter. In all the years of 
advocating for ELL reform, my Latino parents in Lawrence, Holyoke and Springfield spoke to me at 
length about the role of charter schools in their districts and how they felt they were the only option for 
their students to get a quality education in their districts. This was their reality on the ground and for 
this reason, I voted “yes” on that ballot question. It was a deeply difficult decision as I understood that it 
was indeed a flawed question and that would be the reason I could not be actively involved. I do believe 
that we must as a community move beyond a failed ballot question from 3 years ago and face the 
ongoing issues in our district. We also need to partner with other districts across the state to learn how 
we can do better by our students and put them front and center of the debate again. Similar to how 
Worcester has garnered a youth engagement and career technical education renaissance, Boston can do 
the same across the board. I believe that, for budgetary reasons, we should not even engage in a 
discussion about lifting the Charter School cap if that does not come with a plan for full reimbursement 
from the state. Although parents I once worked with in Boston felt more hopeful about their district 
school options, many of them did not get their students into the schools of their choice and were 
instead placed in schools that have been negatively impacted by having students choosing to go to 
charter schools and taking that funding with them. The State should fully reimburse the loss to the 
school, while also evaluating which students are being shifted. If higher needs students are 
overwhelmingly staying or returning to district schools, the funding reimbursement should reflect that 
reality of the student body in the district. 
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Michelle Wu 
I voted No on 2 and was proud to take part in public events in support of this campaign and to use my 
platform and lists to urge others to vote No. All children in Boston deserve access to high-quality 
education, and our public schools are currently underfunded, especially in areas that serve primarily 
low-income students and students of color. We cannot create a more just and equitable city for all 
Bostonians unless we address some of the major challenges facing our public schools. Charter schools 
are not a large-scale solution and should not replace wholesale district improvements, as our public 
schools bear responsibility to educate the majority of Boston youth, regardless of background, 
socioeconomic status, family situation, or previous academic performance. I continue to oppose lifting 
the cap on charter schools, because this would be destabilizing for our public schools. 

DISTRICT ONE 

Lydia Marie Edwards 
I am a proud product of public schools. Quality, free, local education is a necessity, and traditional public 
schools are the backbone of our educational system and our society. I believe public governance, 
adequate funding, strong working conditions and supportive services for guidance, healthcare, mental 
health and language access are critical ingredients for success. While I support the right of any parent or 
guardian to send their child to whatever school they choose, I am extremely concerned by the 
corporatization of education at every level, high discipline and expulsion rates in certain schools, and an 
unsustainable funding formula for education in Massachusetts. We can innovate and provide quality 
education while retaining a publicly funded, publicly governed school system as the center of our 
educational system. 

DISTRICT TWO 

Edward M Flynn 
I voted “no” on Ballot Question #2 to raise the cap on charter schools. Although I did not have an active 
role in the campaign, I voted no to stand with our public schools. I believe that we need to ensure that 
our public school students have the resources they need to succeed, and that instead of raising the cap 
on charter schools, we should focus on our public schools to make sure that public schools are fully 
funded. I believe that the best way to make sure that our education system is fair and equitable is to 
invest in our public schools and to hire diverse teachers that can effectively address the different needs 
of our diverse student population. Lifting the charter school cap would divert much needed funds from 
our public schools and that is not a solution. Our focus should remain on investing in our public schools. 
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DISTRICT FIVE 

Ricardo Arroyo 
Charter schools have been proven to siphon dollars from public school budgets, they have higher 
suspension and attrition rates, and for those reasons I could not support lifting the cap. 

Cecily Leticia Graham 
I voted no because charter schools are publicly funded but not readily accessible to all students. Raising 
the cap means we are taking more money from our public schools, and not prioritizing funding equitable 
education across the board. I will not support raising the cap unless this changes. 

Justin Matthew Murad 
I believe charter schools bring the curriculum and the resources up to date and out of the past, 
something that is desperately needed for BPs 

Alkia T Powell 
I support the BSAC representative having the right to vote. 

Jean-Claude Sanon 
Borrowing from Peter to pay Paul at the detriment of the majority of the students in the BPS schools to 
me was just an unfair practice. Selecting the cream of the crops out of BPS only make you privilege, not 
better! 

Mimi E Turchinetz 
I firmly believe that funds allocated for public education should not be diverted to private institutions 
such as charter schools. Their primary function is to make corporations money at the expense of student 
achievement. As we have seen recently the students most often impacted by charter expansion are the 
student’s most in need of support. I also take issue with how they exploit the perception that public 
schools, particularly in urban areas, are not good enough. 

DISTRICT SIX 

Matt O’Malley 
Until and unless the flawed funding formula is fixed, an increase in charter school seats would have 
negatively impacted the budgets of traditional public schools. This would have been acutely felt not only 
in Boston, but even more so in gateway cities. Question 2 was flawed and I was gratified that a 
substantial majority of the commonwealth voted against it. 
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DISTRICT SEVEN 

Kim Janey 
Lifting the charter school cap would have hurt children in Boston Public Schools, exasperating existing 
problems with funding. 

DISTRICT EIGHT 

Priscilla Kenzie Bok 
I voted No on 2 because I was concerned about a growing charter reimbursement draining resources 
from the BPS system. Especially given legacy costs and expensive existing infrastructure, the budget of 
the school system cannot just be prorated and reduced without hurting our capacity to provide quality 
facilities and support to all our BPS students and teachers. I also think that, in order to best achieve 
educational equity, our collective energies in pursuit of high-quality public education should be focused 
on a shared public system that includes all our kids, rather than being fractured into district and charter 
domains. For similar reasons, I’m hopeful that the expansion of early education across the city is a real 
chance to help close the opportunity gap while simultaneously giving the neighborhoods of District 8 
more of a stake in our BPS system by attracting more families to start (and then perhaps stay) in public 
school. I think that the more a broad swath of citizens from all walks of life share one system, the more 
it binds us together to work in our common public interest for a great education for all. 

Montez David Haywood 
I believe that our current system is failing our children. It is our jobs as adults to provide a quality 
education to the students of this City. I believe additional school choice is a step in the right direction. 

Kristen Mobilia 
I don’t believe that raising the charter school cap is in the best interest of providing an equitable public 
education to the children of Massachusetts and Boston. There are charter school success stories, but 
there are also significant charter school failures. In the end, decisions should be made for the greater 
good. How will the most children benefit from the educational decisions that we make? I am certain that 
the best path forward is to fully invest in our public schools and draw charter school students into the 
BPS system.  

Helene Vincent 
I believe that we should be investing in public schools, which are charged with educating all students 
regardless of ability or background. Rather than expand the charter school network, we should be 
focusing our energy and our funding on our public school system, ensuring that all our schools are of 
high quality and are accessible to all students in every neighborhood. 
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DISTRICT NINE 

Jonathan Lamar Allen 
Increasing the cap on charter schools would have impeded funding to other already struggling public 
schools. We cannot support charter schools at the expense of ensuring high quality education and 
support in our public schools. 

Brandon David Bowser 
I do not support Charter Schools, and believe that they take key resources from our public schools. 
Charter schools undermine our public school systems 

Liz A Breadon 
Lifting the charter school cap would have decimated BPS.  

In a hearing called by Clr. Essaibi-George on the fiscal impacts of the ballot question, Boston's CFO 
testified that it would also affect the funds available to every City department.  

I believe that charter schools are a way to move public funds and property into private hands with no 
oversight on the quality of the education. They also exploit young adults by excluding their teachers 
from union benefits. 

Daniel J Daly 
Charter schools, while sometimes valuable in filling in gaps, do not have the same sort of regulation and 
public accountability that public schools do. Before we invite any private corporations to make 
educational decisions in our city, we first need to make sure that the public schools we provide for our 
students are sufficiently adequate, and second need to ensure that any corporate involvement, if any, in 
our schools is extremely scrutinized and transparent. 

Lee Nave Jr 
I do not believe we need additional charter schools in our state. I believe stabilizing our public education 
system is the most important need. Privatizing additional schools with public dollars only hurts our 
public school system and our students. 

Amanda Gail Smart 
I went to a public school, therefore I know that public schools are great! I also had to go to a private 
school, due to an injury I received in a motor vehicle accident. My public school did not have the proper 
resources to teach someone who had sustained a Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI). 

 


