
Boston Coalition for Education Equity  
2019 City Council Candidate Questionnaire 

QUESTION: If you answered “YES” to the question 
“Would you support changing current private fundraising 
practices in bps schools to make them more equitable?” 
What changes would you propose to ensure schools 
without access to this private money are not being left 
out?

AT LARGE 

Domingos DaRosa 
Find funding for those schools! Reach out to cooperation, business and investors who have 
interest in education and our children future. 

Annissa Essaibi-George 
This requires more district innovation and financial support across our district. 

Michael F Flaherty 
Answered NO to this question. 

Priscilla E Flint-Banks 
I would reach out to the Alumni/AE Associations of these schools and see if they would be 
willing to donate and assist other Boston High Schools in strengthening their Alumni/AE 
Associations. Get Alumni/AE Associations to do workshops on fundraising. 

David Halbert 
Schools should be allowed to fundraise to support site-specific initiatives. This fundraising 
should be capped at a predetermined amount, with funds in excess split evenly between the 
school and the Boston Educational Development Fund. The donation threshold for resource 
sharing should be determined by soliciting individual school needs and wants that are in excess 
of their budget and combining this with analysis of historical fundraising trends for each school. 
The funds raised via this process should be earmarked for distribution to schools without access 
to reliable fundraising sources. A portion should specifically be set aside to provide technical 
assistance to increase the capacity of these schools to successfully fundraise independently. 

William A King 
At least 50% of funds raised by schools should be reallocated to schools in need. So if BLS raises 
$53 million at least $26.5 million should be allocated to schools that have been neglected like 
Madison Park. 

Julia Mejia 
The city should be working to ensure that every school have a foundation level or "floor" of 
services. Brookline pools their fundraising, we could consider something similar. 
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Alejandra Nicole St. Guillen 
Excluding resources among BPS schools is just amplifying the achievement gap, this is why I 
would advocate for a policy that made it equitable for all BPS schools to obtain the same 
amount of resources that other schools are getting. 

Michelle Wu 
BPS and the City should prioritize any private contributions or philanthropy toward a general 
endowment for the district rather than individual school endowments. Alumni associations play 
an important role, and alumni could continue to provide their time and experience to their 
individual schools, but fundraising could become an activity that supports a more equitable 
distribution of resources across every public school. The district should convene a community 
discussion to address this inequity and consider various accountability mechanisms to ensure 
that an equitable sharing of any private dollars helps to close the achievement gap. 

DISTRICT ONE 

Lydia Marie Edwards 
I would support BPS ensuring that a portion of funds raised for all schools or to higher-resourced 
schools went back to an equity fund that would ensure lower-resourced school communities 
received adequate support. 

DISTRICT TWO 

Edward M Flynn 
I think that all schools should have the ability to raise private funds, but I understand that even 
that does not alleviate inequities. Perhaps there can be a general fund from private donors that 
can are split amongst schools without access to affluent networks. I also think that our colleges 
and universities should play a role in assisting our schools and students. I’m open to discussing 
different proposal that would make funding for BPS more equitable, and will continue to work 
with my colleagues on potential solutions. 

DISTRICT FIVE 

Ricardo Arroyo 
I would explore ways in which money donated to individual schools can have a percentage of 
those donations redistributed amongst BPS schools facing the severest deficits. 
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Cecily Leticia Graham 
I would hold these institutions accountable by opposing to publicly fund them as a response to 
private fundraising. If they can afford to raise their own funds, they should not receive funding 
at the same rate as our readily accessible schools. I am not against exam schools, just the 
practices that widen the achievement gap. Therefore, I would not support legislation that allows 
private funding unless a portion is shared to the overall BPS budget. 

Justin Matthew Murad 
I propose a pooling of funds raised that every BPS school gets allotted a set amount each year to 
upgrade and update 

Alkia T Powell 
I would change the ISEE to be more reflective of BPS curriculum to ensure that it will more 
accurately predict student achievement levels. The ISEE currently tests on subjects not covered 
in BPS classrooms as it is designed for private school admissions. I would aim to ensure that 
admissions tests for Boston’s exam schools are reflective of the BPS curriculum that students are 
exposed in school years before applying to exam schools so that the test would be more suited 
to their experiences and thus, more reflective of their potential. 

Jean-Claude Sanon 
By doing a fundraising pool that will be distributed evenly into all the BPS Schools, such method 
will make them more equitable. 

Mimi E Turchinetz 
I would explore possible avenues to address the inequity caused by private funding such as 
partnering schools on different ends of the fundraising spectrum similar to the School to School 
Initiative in D.C., and as City Councilor would work to develop a transparent structure for 
fostering and maintaining these relationships. One important aspect of the D.C. model is that it 
allows the Parent Teacher Associations at receiving schools to determine how to use the fund, 
and I believe that this autonomy in decision making is important for fostering a sense of 
ownership over school activities among parents. 

DISTRICT SIX 

Matt O’Malley 
Answered NO to this question. 
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DISTRICT SEVEN 

Kim Janey 
While I don’t want to penalize schools for being successful in fundraising, the Superintendent 
and the Boston School Committee have a responsibility to ensure equity throughout. I support 
efforts to examine external partnerships and grants and how they are allocated equitably, so 
that schools with the greatest needs, are receiving the resources they need to be successful. 

DISTRICT EIGHT 

Priscilla Kenzie Bok 
We want to maximize the private funds directed towards augmenting public education in 
Boston, yet I agree that the differential resources of parent and alumni communities create an 
unfair status quo when such fundraising is done school-by-school. So I’d advocate for a shared-
resources strategy: we should require that every school capital campaign funnel some 
meaningful percentage of whatever it raises (up to a quarter or a third, perhaps?) into a shared 
BPS fund. Those joint funds could then either just be used by schools directly – perhaps 
distributed according to the Opportunity Index or another equity-conscious metric – or could go 
to pay for a district-wide fundraising specialist tasked with establishing philanthropic 
partnerships for less well-known and less well-resourced schools. 

Montez David Haywood 
I would advocate that a percentage of the funding raised by individuals schools is shared equally 
across the District. 

Kristen Mobilia 
Some school families have the resources to give additional funding to their kids schools – others 
do not. This creates a significant disparity between offerings from school to school. In order to 
counterbalance this fundraising imbalance, BPS was looking into a different way of distributing 
private donations and private partnerships by taking into consideration socioeconomic and 
other indicators. In the end, we shouldn’t expect parents to have to fundraise for a basic level of 
education and valued extracurricular activities. Those should be accounted for in the school 
budget. However, in the interim, to help balance the fundraising I would suggest that a certain 
percentage of all fundraising, for example 25%, is put into a general fund that could then be  

distributed to schools that have less access to private funding. Of course, there should be a 
clearly defined and fair way for requests and approvals – all with proper oversight. 
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Helene Vincent 
I know that this is a tricky situation. Taking all such funds and dividing them strictly equally 
among all schools is a controversial option, and some people believe that such a move would 
demotivate the parents who do this fundraising work. But it is simply unfair to support a system 
in which one child can have a significantly different educational experience than another simply 
because they happen to attend a school with a more-affluent community. I think a compromise 
system could work here: I would propose limiting the amount that an individual school could 
raise solely for itself. After reaching that cap, a school would have to split the excess money and 
put half of it into a pool that could be drawn on by schools who had not reached that limit.  

DISTRICT NINE 

Jonathan Lamar Allen 
BPS must coordinate resources among its schools more effectively by encouraging network 
sharing. I propose, for example, that BPS develop a big fundraising event where each school has 
a booth to highlight their programming and student/faculty successes and any outstanding 
needs. BPS can curate the experience to showcase BPS's combined talent. All funds raised could 
be split between all schools evenly at this one event as a way of leveraging access to other 
schools' networks. 

Brandon David Bowser 
So many of our teachers rely on websites like Donors Choose to receive materials that they need 
to make sure that their students receive resources that are not provided. Additionally, many 
special programs in our schools rely on grant money to make sure they continue. The 
differences in many of our schools are huge. Having worked at a school where more than 50% of 
the students are living under the poverty line, I cannot imagine asking my students families to 
donate to a fundraising campaign. This is not true of all BPS families, schools with more wealthy 
families or alumni will ultimately receive more funding. Perhaps Boston Public Schools could 
implement a pool, where all donations go through. 

Liz A Breadon 
In many restaurants tips are shared with staff that don't wait tables. In that spirit I support 
pooling these funds and either splitting them based on an agreed on formula or having students 
pitch and vote on proposals for using the money. 
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Daniel J Daly 
Every school should be properly funded by the city. However, every school should also be able 
to use and encouraged to use the resources it has, even that means fundraising to supplement 
costs. 

Lee Nave Jr 
Some BPS elementary schools raise hundreds of thousands of dollars per year, and Boston Latin 
School recently raised $53 million in its capital campaign. Schools with more affluent families 
and access to private funding use these funds to supplement the money that they get from the 
state and city, widening the equity gap among BPS schools. This is inequitable and the city must 
identify the ways we can address these inequities.We have to reach the baseline funding that 
would allow every school to reach its budget at least evenly. Changing the public funding model 
is essential to reach those baseline goals in Boston’s schools. We’d also need to make capital 
campaigns have a cap per school, with a certain percentage past the cap going into a general 
school fund for the district. 

Amanda Gail Smart 
That funding is distributed in an equal fashion. 

 


