
Boston Coalition for Education Equity  
2019 City Council Candidate Questionnaire 

QUESTION: If you answered “YES” to the question “Do 
you believe that the student population of each of 
Boston’s exam schools should more closely reflect the 
diversity of Boston’s population of children in grades 7-
12?”, What changes would you suggest BPS take to 
reach this goal? 

 
AT LARGE 

Domingos DaRosa 
Make it a lottery system, allow teachers to recommend student they see able to perform at 
those schools. Teach the required courses needed to enter these school at all our schools. 

Annissa Essaibi-George 
As a product of BPS, as a former teacher at East Boston High School, and a mother of four boys 
in BPS, I was taken aback by the report that was released by the Rappaport Institute last fall, 
that detailed gaps in equity in the exam schools. The report highlighted key areas where some 
of our students are getting left behind due to structural inequities. I also think this conversation 
needs to be focused not just on exam schools but on all high schools in the City. All of our 
schools should be a launching point for success. Boston Public Schools have taken a step of 
reaching the goal of diversifying the exam schools by providing students the opportunity to take 
the test at their school. However, I believe that if we are providing the space for students to 
take the exam, we should also be providing them with the tools and the knowledge to take an 
exam that does not match up with the curriculum provided at BPS. I support the use of a test 
and GPA for admission but open to discussion the test selection criteria. 

Michael F Flaherty 
Boston Public Schools should be doing more to prepare students for success on the ISEE. One 
way to raise diversity in these schools to be more in line with the demographics of the city is to 
ensure students from all backgrounds are positioned to perform well on the ISEE and to increase 
access to the exam for students. This means that we need to incorporate materials that are 
tested on the ISEE in our regular curriculum and provide opportunities for students to attend 
free or low cost preparation classes for the exam in accessible locations throughout the City so 
that students who are not able to afford private tutoring or preparation classes are not at a 
disadvantage. Furthermore, I support offering the exam during the school day rather than on a 
weekend and to provide a make-up date for students who are unable to make the first date. I 
am proud that our exam schools are nationally known for their academic excellence and feel 
strongly that we should be allocating our resources to ensure that all of our students are in 
learning environments where they can attain that same level of excellence. 

Priscilla E Flint-Banks 
Create a program that would prepare younger students of color to do well in admissions for 
Boston exam schools, like providing tutors, college students and retired teachers to assist the 
students. 
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David Halbert 
The entrance exams should be aligned with BPS curriculum, so as not to put BPS students at a 
structural disadvantage in trying to gain entrance to a BPS school. Test prep should be more 
widely available, including being incorporated into the school-year programming of all BCYF 
community centers. Years of enrollment in BPS should also be factored into the admissions 
process, to further incentivize all interested BPS students to apply. Finally each exam school 
should engage in community based meetings in areas of the city that reflect under-enrolled 
populations. The purpose of these meetings should be to answer questions, dispel 
misconceptions, and gauge general public comfort & sentiment towards each school. 

William A King 
No response to this question.  

Julia Mejia 
As a start, entrance should be aligned to BPS curriculum and MCAS scores. More importantly 
focusing on the exam schools results in other schools being left out of the discussion. Boston 
should be working to ensure that every high school is well resourced so that regardless of where 
a student attends, they receive a robust, supportive education.  

Alejandra Nicole St. Guillen 
Absolutely, we are far beyond the point of “having conversations” about what can be changed 
and should be proposing immediate actions to make sure access to exam schools is equitable for 
all our students. For instance, we know the ISEE is a test that disproportionately benefits 
students with parents who either can pay the high cost of tutoring for the exam and/or are 
more connected to the schools and programs that prepare students for the exam. Offering this 
exam more widely across the district is not a solution if the vast majority of students are not 
prepared to take it. I believe we can keep the process competitive while also making it more 
accessible and attainable to more students. 

Michelle Wu 
In order to reflect the diversity of Boston’s children, the exam schools must draw from the 
entirety of Boston’s school-age population. I support immediately changing the exam, as the 
ISEE does not correspond to Boston’s curriculum and creates the need for outside preparation 
and contributes to inequities. I would also support other changes to ensure that the exam 
schools are accessible, including changing the admissions process even further. Most of all, 
Boston must provide each school with the resources to expand rigorous academic opportunities 
and vocational education across the district. 
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DISTRICT ONE 

Lydia Marie Edwards 
Lawyers for Civil Rights and NAACP Boston have recommended a suite of possible reforms, 
including: reserving seats for the highest ranked students in each public middle school or zip 
code; employing a holistic admission model that looks beyond GPA and test scores; and 
developing a test based on the BPS curriculum. I would support BPS piloting one or more of 
these changes. 

DISTRICT TWO 

Edward M Flynn 
I think some of the steps that we can take to increase the diversity in exam schools are to 
expanding ISEE-testing resources to all students, and consider replacing the ISEE to make sure 
that the exam only include questions taught in the BPS curriculum. Currently students with 
more resources and from higher income families are able to affordable test prep for ISEE, 
therefore students from low income households and students of color are at a disadvantage if 
they could not afford test prep. Having in-school and free ISEE prep would alleviate some of 
those inequities. Moreover, ISEE include questions that are not taught in the BPS curriculum, 
again giving an advantage to students who could afford test prep. We should therefore ensure 
ISEE only include questions that are in the BPS curriculum in order to better prepare all 
students. I’m open to further discussions with residents, students, and advocates on how we 
can improve the ISEE and increase diversity in our top schools. 

DISTRICT FIVE 

Ricardo Arroyo 
I support doing away with the ISEE as it does not best serve our students. I believe a system 
similar to one used for Texas State Universities can be implemented here. In Texas the top 10% 
of Texas high school classes are guaranteed admission. In practice the percentage here should 
be decided in collaboration with students, parents, teachers, and school administrators but the 
top percentage of middle school students and junior high students in BPS should be guaranteed 
admission. 
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Cecily Leticia Graham 
As a city councilor, I would take a look at the criteria to enroll in exam schools. This way we can 
update our public school curriculum in order to prepare our students who seek to apply to 
ensure everyone has access/a fair chance. This will improve the overall diversity to ensure our 
exam schools reflect the diversity of the city. My goal is to eliminate the necessity to enroll in 
exam schools for better education, by advocating for equitable education across the city, 
however until then, this is a step in the right direction. 

Justin Matthew Murad 
By bringing back neighborhood schools to up the enrollment of students and better resources 
available to teachers 

Alkia T Powell 
Developing a holistic admissions review system that looks beyond ISEE scores and GPAs. 
Reserving a certain amount of seats within each class for high-achieving students from every 
Boston zip code. Developing/changing the ISEE exam to be more reflective of BPS curriculum. 
These would help to close the opportunity gap and increase the diversity of Boston’s exam 
schools while maintaining the high academic standards of the school. 

Jean-Claude Sanon 
By making sure that they all have the same access to participate in the challenge, and making 
sure that they have the same tools to help them lead into success. 

Mimi E Turchinetz 
I support working to replace the exam currently used to determine placement. Standardized 
tests have a proven racial bias against students of color and non—native English speakers, and 
recent reports indicate that the test currently used for exam school placement is subject to even 
greater racial disparities. I would also push the city to move more quickly on addressing the use 
of a racially biased test. In light of the recent Harvard report showing that the current test 
significantly disadvantaged Black and Latino students, it is inexcusable to continue to use this 
exam as the basis for admission. 
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DISTRICT SIX 

Matt O’Malley 
I support administering the ISEE for BPS 6th and 8th graders in their classrooms (set to begin this 
year) as well as efforts to bring the BPS grading rubric in line with non-BPS schools. I helped 
facilitate the expansion of both the Exam School Initiative to more BPS students as well as 
increased access to AWC coursework, which is already showing some early positive outcomes. 
Additionally, our focus must remain on equity for every child in the district, beginning in 
Kindergarten. Increased access of opportunity ought to be part of maintaining a true 
meritocracy and I believe that we should strive for both. 

DISTRICT SEVEN 

Kim Janey 
While at MAC, I advocated for more diversity in the exam schools, including changing the 
admissions’ policy. I successfully advocated to include language to revise admissions in the 
Opportunity and Achievement Gap Policy that was approved by the School Committee in 2016. 
On the Boston City Council, I am proud to continue that advocacy, call for hearings to re-
examine the admissions procedures of Boston’s exam schools, to make sure that they are 
equitable and representative of our student body. 

DISTRICT EIGHT 

Priscilla Kenzie Bok 
Our exam schools are wonderful assets to our public school system. Precisely for this reason, 
they absolutely need to better represent the diverse array of students who live in Boston. I 
strongly believe that we can maintain their quality while making the mechanisms of entrance far 
more equitable.  

I found the Rappaport Center’s report broadly convincing: I think we should explore admissions 
to the exam schools based on 5th grade MCAS results rater than the ISEE. This is an easy way to 
lower a barrier to entry, by removing the need to take a separate test and study material not 
included in the BPS curriculum, while still basing admissions on a selective metric of academic 
achievement.  

I am confident that we can find a way to accommodate potential students from outside BPS 
public elementary schools, whether by offering the MCAS to them or converting ISEE scores if 
necessary. Absent this change, I would support intermediate measures such as requiring all BPS 
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sixth-graders to sit the entrance exam, and/or providing free pre-exam tutoring to all interested 
BPS students. Such changes would help reduce the ways in which the test differentially favors 
applicants with substantial parental resources of time and money. 

Montez David Haywood 
I would request that BPS audit it’s student population and identify children that may need 
additional support and give the student additional support to address short comings in the 
underlying educational building blocks. 

Kristen Mobilia 
The admissions process should be analyzed and revamped. The exam should be updated to 
make it more relevant to the cross-section of students and should be given to all students across 
the board so that nobody would miss the opportunity. Also, there are a high percentage of non-
BPS students who apply and gain admittance to the exam schools. This should be reviewed for 
any issues of unfairness. The exam schools should admit our brightest, creative, and most 
intellectually curious students, but we need to do a much better job of leveling the playing field 
so that all students get a fair shot at navigating the admissions process and showcasing their 
achievements, experience, and talents. 

Helene Vincent 
Currently barriers exist at every point in the exam school admissions process. Just knowing 
what’s required in order to apply isn’t universal among students/families. So first we need to 
attack these systemic issues. All students should be aware of the exam schools, their application 
processes and deadlines, and their enrollment requirements, plus have access to BPS support 
services, such as test prep courses, geared toward exam school entrance.Next, we should 
change the entrance requirements, currently based on GPA and ISEE scores. The ISEE test is not 
based on the BPS curriculum, which disadvantages students unable to afford extracurricular test 
prep classes or additional tutoring. An easily implementable change would be to use a different 
test, one in alignment with BPS curriculum. A more holistic, well-rounded approach to 
admissions is another possibility, with possible factors to consider including if the student is in 
BPS already, their community service, socioeconomic background, particular abilities, or 
neighborhood of residence. Two options often mentioned by Lawyers for Civil Rights and NAACP 
Boston Branch are to allow a top percentage of students from each BPS school or from each 
Boston zip code to choose the high school they wish to attend.  
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DISTRICT NINE 

Jonathan Lamar Allen 
The lack of diversity in Boston's exam schools is connected to the educational inequality in BPS 
pre- grades 7-12. Therefore, I support efforts to ensure compatible academic rigor in schools 
and accommodations for special education and English Learner programs in high demand, high-
quality schools over the next 1-3 years. Also, admissions criteria should be expanded to include 
a student's non-quantifiable strengths often highlighted in extra-curricular activities and 
consider more of the "whole student". 

Brandon David Bowser 
Exam schools should most definitely reflect Boston's youth population. I would suggest that BPS 
reevaluates the application process. We essentially have elite schools which cause brain drains 
on our other middle and high schools. Who you learn with truly impacts the education you are 
receiving. I believe that it would make sense to create various seats available for various groups 
of students. May it be by race, language spoken, or learning style. Black and Latinx students are 
underrepresented in our exam school population. Historically speaking these student apply less 
often than other students. I have heard a suggestion of tying exam school enrollment to the 
MCAS test, and would be open to testing this. We also need to make sure that students are 
aware of, and prepared for the ISEE and know when and how to apply to exam schools. 

Liz A Breadon 
Exam school tests include questions that aren't taught in many Boston schools which privileges 
kids whose family can afford private schools and test tutors. I would like to see admission 
processes other than testing used to reflect Boston's diversity. This will benefit the entire system 
and City. 

Daniel J Daly 
The first and easiest step is to expand funding for free ISEE prep in all Boston neighborhoods. I 
believe that the ISEE is a better indicator of ability to prepare for the test than the actual 
academic potential of a prospective student. We are doing a disservice to our city and our exam 
schools by leaving lower-income students behind just because they can not afford prep classes. 
Once expanded, these ISEE prep classes should be incorporated into the regular school schedule 
for BPS students in the fifth and sixth grade, rather than forcing parents and guardians to give 
up valuable weekend time to attend a prep class. The second step is to find a more creative and 
more holistic means of examining prospective students than the ISEE, a for-profit standardized 
test. We should not be admitting students based on their ability to take a for profit exam, but 
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rather on their academic accomplishments and further potential. It is imperative that we do 
everything to ensure that the admittance test for our exam schools leaves no qualified student 
behind. 

Lee Nave Jr 
Yes, the city has a responsibility to provide the highest quality education for all students in 
Boston. The ISEE test is known to further segregate our public school system by offering 
admission to high quality education to only those who pass the test. Tens of thousands of 
students across the city apply for limited seats at the Boston Latin Academy, Boston Latin 
School, and the O’Bryant. Families that can afford tutors so their children can study for the exam 
fair better. These students are disproportionately white and from wealthy families. Following 
the Harvard report, the City Council has pressed the school board and superintendent to identify 
another exam. I would support this effort and implement a bi-annual Continuous School 
Improvement Plan for each school, which will provide a regular scorecard and actionable steps 
accountable for citywide goals of academic achievement and equity. 

Amanda Gail Smart 
I think that having equal access to tudors, not just having expensive test prep. 


