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QUESTION: How would you suggest we address the 
inequity in school funding within BPS? 

 
AT LARGE 

Domingos DaRosa 
Create more partnership with small local businesses, increase parent involvement, hold officials 
accountable, track every nickel spent, put the funds to better use! Cut wasteful spending! 

Annissa Essaibi-George 
The Weighted Student Funding Formula allocates money based on the needs of individual 
students, therefore not representing fiscal equity. All schools need to have basic services 
provided and I believe that each school should have a "foundation" such as: at least one full 
time nurse per school, a full time mental health/behavioral health specialist, librarian, arts and 
music programming as well as athletic programming. 

Michael F Flaherty 
The Promise Act is a vital budgetary bill that will enable the City of Boston to take steps towards 
reducing the troubling achievement gap in our schools. I fully support revisiting the outdated 
formula posed in Chapter 70, considering the solutions to the formula posed in the 2015 
Foundation Review and implementing them into law. It’s time that we follow up on the 
promises that we made and prove to our state’s students and teachers that we will fiercely 
defend their right to quality education. Furthermore, I am supportive of the efforts of BPS to use 
the Opportunity Index (OI) to identify schools with higher concentrations of students in need of 
additional resources and supports to help close opportunity gaps. While I realize that the OI will 
continue to be modified over the coming years to more accurately reflect the nuanced needs of 
each school population, I believe that using a data driven approach that captures data that is not 
captured in other formulas—such as median household income, how often a student moves, 
attendance rate etc--is a step in the right direction. 

Priscilla E Flint-Banks 
I would stop funding Charter Schools and request Colleges and Universities pay their Payment in 
Lieu of Taxes (PILOT). I would also support the Promise Act. If a student goes from a charter 
school back to public, the funding should travel with the student. 

David Halbert 
We must work with members of the Boston delegation to assist in the enactment of the Promise 
Act as a source of needed additional revenue for BPS. We must reorient the current funding 
parameters and model to allow for base-level funding at the individual school level so schools 
are better able to operate in the face of student departures, rather than being sent into a 
possible death spiral. We must also view school budgets holistically relative to the additional 
services and needs within certain student populations, such as those coming from areas of 
violence and in need of deeper trauma-related support services for example. 
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William A King 
I support the Promise Act. The funding formula for public schools should be changed along with 
the census, every ten years targeting the most at-risk communities for lack of educational 
resources. Affluent communities need to be adding to their fair share, but it should also be 
incumbent on businesses and developers in undeserved communities to contribute to increasing 
education of the cities in which they stand. 

Julia Mejia 
Move away from WSF towards the "floor" concept of level of services at each school. Look at 
holistic city budgeting so that all departments that serve students are factored into providing 
services. Fighting for full PILOT payments from non profits in Boston.  

Alejandra Nicole St. Guillen 
First, I would recommend a special budget committee on race equity which could be made up of 
both council staff and Mayor’s staff to assess the budget through a racial equity lens. As the 
former Director of Oiste (the statewide Latino civic engagement and political organization), I 
worked diligently with constituents across the state to reform our ELL programs system-wide. 
Key to engaging constituents was providing both information and education about the issue, 
while garnering their feedback and collecting their own personal experiences with their 
students. If elected I would continue to ensure that all of the people of Boston have the 
platform to share their concerns and ideas to create an inclusive environment. This could 
include the expansion of budget hearings in all neighborhoods, holding hearings that are held at 
times more convenient to working families, as well as announcing hearings with enough time for 
people to make plans to attend. 

Michelle Wu 
This past school year, I visited nearly every BPS high school and saw firsthand the disparities 
across the district, much of which stem from inequities in school funding within BPS. It’s clear 
that we need to adjust each school’s foundation budget to provide for administrative support 
and socioemotional staff based on enrollment and needs of the student body: guidance 
counselors, nurses, social workers, psychologists. We need to increase the revenues available 
for education funding overall, with adjustments to the state funding formula to account for 
equity and high-need districts such as in the PROMISE Act; asking large nonprofit institutions to 
pay their fair share in PILOT payments; and supporting the Fair Share Amendment and 
progressive revenue streams at the state level. BPS should also increase the transparency 
behind the weights it chooses and increase the weighting for students from families that fall 
below the PROMISE Act's threshold for poverty. 
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DISTRICT ONE 

Lydia Marie Edwards 
I would support a base level of funding for each school, allocating a portion of higher-resourced 
schools' fundraising to support lower-resourced schools, and reforming the state funding 
formula for education. 

DISTRICT TWO 

Edward M Flynn 
As mentioned above, I’m on record in support of the Education PROMISE Act sponsored by 
Senator Chang Diaz. I will work with her to support the bill’s passage in the State House, and I’m 
willing to submit other formal letters of support or testimony to show my support. I've also 
attended the press conference for the PROMISE Act, and spoke about the importance of this 
legislation at different neighborhood associations. I think passing this bill is a great first step in 
addressing the inequity in funding, and ensure that all of our students can receive a quality 
education no matter where they live. I will also work with my colleagues in the City Council to 
explore different ways of raising funding for our schools, such as looking at PILOT payments as a 
way to increase funding for our schools that face budget cuts. 

DISTRICT FIVE 

Ricardo Arroyo 
This will require multifaceted strategies at the state and city level however at the municipal level 
I believe PILOT isan avenue for addressing the funding gaps. Holding our institutions to those 
payments and earmarking the funds for BPS. Another issue I would like to explore is how much 
money BPS is currently investing in standardized testing. Less of an emphasis on testing is 
something I believe benefits our children and if the added benefit is more funding freed up for 
BPS that would be another positive. At the state level advocating for the passage of the Promise 
Act. 

Cecily Leticia Graham 
We should focus on eliminating zoning laws that perpetuate the achievement gap. Our public 
schools are funded through property taxes which fluctuates from zip code to zip code which 
means the quality of education a student gets is dependent on where they live. We need to 
ensure that public funding is divided equitably across the city. I would propose and support 
colleagues in creating policies that would prioritize keeping our public education dollars with our 
schools and not support private school vouchers or draining the funding to charter schools, on 
the council and at the state level. 

I would also support efforts to make charter schools more inclusive/accessible for all, taking a 
look at the overall criteria and waitlist procedures to join. They are publicly funded yet they 
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somewhat operate like private schools. In addition to this I would improve funding to support 
IEP students in both charter and public schools by:  

- Advocating for more resources for students, and parents.  
- Demanding more professional development for teachers to adequately address the 

needs.  
- Advocating for more support staff in classrooms. 

Alkia T Powell 
No response to this question.  

Justin Matthew Murad 
Address the inequity by making it aware to the Boston voters and school families they need to 
see the issues so they can be addressed and dealt with accordingly 

Jean-Claude Sanon 
Making it mandatory with transparency that inequity in school funding within BPS should no 
longer be tolerated by making sure a parent advisory committee made up of the city diversity to 
help reshape such unfairness that has been going on for so long. Lastly, keeping BPS funding 
only for BPS schools! 

Mimi E Turchinetz 
There needs to be a base level of funding for all schools to fully fund programs such as arts and 
music education, school nurses and social workers, and school support services. The current 
model, based almost entirely on per student allocation, fails to account for the base costs 
needed to provide services to every school. I would work to ensure that these critical programs 
and services are not cut and reevaluate the budget allocation model to determine a more 
equitable alternative. 

DISTRICT SIX 

Matt O’Malley 
While WSF has addressed certain issues around transparency, equity and predictability around 
school budgets; I see enormous value in establishing a baseline or foundation budget for all 
schools from which to build a more robust and effective funding stream. This would include a 
myriad funded positions in every school, regardless of enrollment (a nurse in every school, for 
example, for which I was proud to have played a role). We ought to establish a baseline of a 
strong foundation and build our school budgets from that. 
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DISTRICT SEVEN 

Kim Janey 
One solution that is before is passage of the Promise Act. It is important that the state 
legislature take much needed action to fix how our schools are funded. School districts like 
Boston are hurt by our current funding formula. It’s imperative that this be addressed, as well as 
charter school reimbursement. 

DISTRICT EIGHT 

Priscilla Kenzie Bok 
Yes, I support providing a minimum floor of basic services in each of our schools. For teachers to 
provide great instruction, they need to be able to rely on auxiliary staff to help ensure every kid 
is in a position to learn. I’m proud that when I served as Budget Director for At-Large City 
Councilor Annissa Essaibi-George, my main focus was on getting funding for more consistent 
support across the board in our schools in the form of nurses, librarians, reading specialists, and 
school psychologists. As a district city councilor, I would continue this advocacy. 

I am mindful, however, that in providing this critical floor we must not tilt resources so much 
towards our smaller schools so as to deepen existing school funding inequities. To this end, I 
think we must increase the pool of discretionary funds that are provided to schools on the basis 
of the Opportunity Index, i.e., targeted to provide extra support wherever our students with the 
greatest needs are concentrated. BPS has so far allocated a relatively minor pool of funds using 
this metric, but I think targeting more funds in this way could really enhance educational equity 
across our system. 

Montez David Haywood 
I would advocate for a funding model that focuses on the need of each individual student. 

Kristen Mobilia 
I believe that all students should be provided with a base level of learning and wrap-around 
services, including nurses and social workers. By not providing a base level of equitable services, 
we are not setting BPS students up for success. Over recent years, we have had some increases 
on the city level budget and very small ones at the state level, but overall they have been 
negligible when adjusted for inflation. Also, the Boston Public Schools were significantly 
underfunded for many years, so we need to see catch-up increases to get us to an acceptable 
level of educational equity. Approximately 30% of school-aged children do not attend Boston 
Public Schools, which means that we have a loss of economies of scale without a guarantee of 
better results. Some charter schools provide improved educations for students and some do 
not. Our long-term BPS solution is not to privatize education, it is to fix our 125 schools and 
draw those 21,000 charter, parochial, private, and METCO students back into the BPS system. 
That will create facilities and transportation efficiencies and allow for better management of 
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step costs (such as teacher salaries) – and will save students and parents thousands of hours of 
commute times. We spend an average of $21,000 per student (in comparison Cambridge spends 
about $27,000), and that includes the high cost of educating students with various challenges. 
20% of BPS students have a disability. Half of students come from a home with more than one 
language spoken. Also, 10% of the cost is for transportation. We need to focus getting more of 
our tax dollars directly into the classroom as our Boston students deserve better than what we 
are currently providing. 

Helene Vincent 
I think we must, as suggested, change the student funding formula from a strictly per-pupil WSF 
formula to one with baseline funding. To do so, we need to agree as a community on the 
necessary components of a solid education. All students should have science, arts, music, and 
physical education as part of their school day, as well as access to wraparound services including 
a nurse and a counselor. Once we’ve determined the cost of an education that includes all these 
elements, we can add a weighted formula to determine the additional funding required for 
students with extra needs (such as autism, social-emotional issues, learning disabilities, etc.).  

As I understand it, the current WSF formula means that even a small drop in school enrollment 
can lead to deep cuts, including losing staff and even entire programs, because it sets up a 
vicious cycle of enrollment drop –> loss of funding –> decreased offerings –> another enrollment 
drop (as the school now offers less and is thus less appealing) –> another loss of funding, and so 
on. By ensuring that every school has the same baseline funding, we can stop this cycle and 
begin to address the inequity throughout the system. 

DISTRICT NINE 

Jonathan Lamar Allen 
In addition to changing the current weighted student funding formula, we must address gaps in 
quality school options which drive disproportionate funding allocations. I urge that the State 
must fund Boston's public school system more equitably by accounting for the large population 
of under-served students in the City.  

I will urge Payment In Lieu of Tax (PILOT)-eligible Institutions (especially academic and medical) 
to eagerly comply with the PILOT Program, and advocate for more PILOT funds from educational 
institutions be given to support our public schools. 

I also advocate that BPS direct attention towards enhancing their development/fundraising 
capacity by equipping schools with branding resources to help drive donor engagement.  

Visit --> JonathanForBoston.com/district9 
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Brandon David Bowser 
Funding is key to creating opportunity for students. Without proper funding our students do not 
have access to the materials and resources they deserve. It is so important that we broaden the 
conversation of which students receive more funding. This is particularly true when we talk 
about students living in poverty or experiencing homelessness. I have first hand experience 
working at a BPS school which has had to make tough decisions regarding curtailing 
programming. I believe that it would be very compelling to compile stories and accounts from 
educators and school staff members who have experience dealing with various levels of funding. 
Teachers often rely on Donors Choose to supply their classrooms with materials (such as 
technology) which should be provided by the school budget. 

Liz A Breadon 
Recoup revenue from two sources. Charter School Assessments drain millions from BPS. Engage 
constituents to put pressure on MA Leg and Gov to pay the Commonwealth agreed-on 
reimbursements. Educate constituents about PILOT and lobby Boston Assessing to reassess 
institutional real estate holdings and institutions to pay and back pay full PILOT. Harvard owns 
more than half of Allston but the Jackson Mann schools and BCYF have been allowed to 
deteriorate until they get torn down. Brighton High has had its successful AP Physics and Math 
classes cut, along with winning robotics programs. Fewer students follow cuts and cuts follow 
fewer students. I will speak out and call for for a hearing on the decimation of Allston Brighton 
schools. Since the City has too few seats in exam schools why not establish a fourth at Brighton 
High. 

I also support both The Promise Act and Fund Our Future. 

Daniel J Daly 
Every school should certainly have a "floor" of funding. While some schools will always need 
more or less funds based on attendance, curriculum, etc., every school should be ensured a 
basic floor of funding that does not differ based on neighborhood.Additionally, we should not be 
passing on the costs of attendance to teachers and students. Public school should be free, 
period. No child should worry about falling behind because their family can not afford to provide 
basic supplies, and no teacher should have to worry about paying for classroom supplies or their 
bills. 

Lee Nave Jr 
As an advocate familiar with getting things passed at the State House, I know it is vital that we 
advocate for an updated funding formula. In order to make change, we must coordinate our 
advocacy efforts. The funding formula is outdated and must be updated to reflect the needs of 
our student population in Boston, which includes many ESL students. I will work as City 
Councilor to listen with students, parents, and all the advocacy groups working hard to pass the 
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Promise Act. I will utilize relationships I built in the State House to ensure that this is a top 
priority goal for the betterment of our students. 

Amanda Gail Smart 
I believe that BPS needs a very loud voice (Annissa Essabi-George does a wonderful job bringing 
forward ways to better fund the school! 

 


