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Candidate background in public education and educational advocacy 

What’s your experience with BPS? Please select all that apply. 
Teacher 

Have you BEEN EMPLOYED BY any organizations that are involved in education, including 
educational advocacy, education reform, or on issues related to education equity in the city 
of Boston? 
NO 

Have you been involved in ANY VOLUNTEER OR ADVOCACY WORK any organizations that are 
involved in education, including educational advocacy, education reform, or on issues related 
to education equity in the city of Boston? 
NO 

Equity in Boston Public Schools 

DO YOU SUPPORT CHANGES TO THE CURRENT WEIGHTED STUDENT FUNDING FORMULA that 
would provide all schools a “floor” of basic services provided to all? 
YES 

How would you suggest we address the inequity in school funding within BPS? 
Funding is key to creating opportunity for students. Without proper funding our students do 
not have access to the materials and resources they deserve. It is so important that we broaden 
the conversation of which students receive more funding. This is particularly true when we talk 
about students living in poverty or experiencing homelessness. I have first hand experience 
working at a BPS school which has had to make tough decisions regarding curtailing 
programming. I believe that it would be very compelling to compile stories and accounts from 
educators and school staff members who have experience dealing with various levels of 
funding. Teachers often rely on Donors Choose to supply their classrooms with materials (such 
as technology) which should be provided by the school budget. 

A recent report found that the current “home-based” student assignment system has 
increased segregation in our schools. DO YOU BELIEVE SEGREGATION IS A CRITICAL PROBLEM 
FACING BPS? 
YES 
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If yes, what changes would you propose to the current assignment system to make it more 
equitable? 
There is much to say about Home-Based student assignment, and how our families choose or 
don't choose their schools. In short, every neighborhood deserves a high quality and 
performing school. Sadly, this is not a reality. I think that when we look at how assignments are 
decided. If we rely on a lottery based school assignment, we will continue to place students in 
schools far away from their neighborhood. This will cause long commutes which will further 
drive up our transportation budget. Our families deserve a school close to their house. The first 
step to making our school choice more equitable is to ensure that all communication is made 
available in the home language. I have had many students who come from households where 
the student is primarily responsible for translating school documents. Choosing a school for 
students should be streamlined and easy for parents to understand. We also have to make sure 
that homeless families are not lost in the process. There is also programming that needs to be 
taken into consideration. Where are our special education strands and ELL programs located? 
How many seats are available in these programs? 

Do you believe that the student population of each of Boston’s exam schools should more 
closely reflect the diversity of Boston’s population of children in grades 7-12? 
YES 

If yes, what changes would you suggest BPS take to reach this goal? 
Exam schools should most definitely reflect Boston's youth population. I would suggest that BPS 
reevaluates the application process. We essentially have elite schools which cause brain drains 
on our other middle and high schools. Who you learn with truly impacts the education you are 
receiving. I believe that it would make sense to create various seats available for various groups 
of students. May it be by race, language spoken, or learning style. Black and Latinx students are 
underrepresented in our exam school population. Historically speaking these student apply less 
often than other students. I have heard a suggestion of tying exam school enrollment to the 
MCAS test, and would be open to testing this. We also need to make sure that students are 
aware of, and prepared for the ISEE and know when and how to apply to exam schools. 

DO YOU SUPPORT CHANGING THE CURRENT ADMISSIONS SYSTEM FOR BOSTON'S EXAM 
SCHOOLS (current system is based on grades and the ISEE test)? 
YES 

Some BPS elementary schools raise hundreds of thousands of dollars per year, and Boston 
Latin School recently raised $53 million in its capital campaign. Schools with more affluent 
families and access to private funding use these funds to supplement the money that they get 
from the state and city, widening the equity gap among BPS schools. WOULD YOU SUPPORT 
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CHANGING CURRENT PRIVATE FUNDRAISING PRACTICES IN BPS SCHOOLS TO MAKE THEM 
MORE EQUITABLE? 
YES 

IF YES, what changes would you propose to ensure schools without access to this private 
money are not being left out? 
So many of our teachers rely on websites like Donors Choose to receive materials that they 
need to make sure that their students receive resources that are not provided. Additionally, 
many special programs in our schools rely on grant money to make sure they continue. The 
differences in many of our schools are huge. Having worked at a school where more than 50% 
of the students are living under the poverty line, I cannot imagine asking my students families 
to donate to a fundraising campaign. This is not true of all BPS families, schools with more 
wealthy families or alumni will ultimately receive more funding. Perhaps Boston Public Schools 
could implement a pool, where all donations go through. 

BPS Governance 

The Mayor currently appoints all members of the school committee, who are then 
responsible for making policy decisions for Boston Public Schools. DO YOU SUPPORT A 
CHANGE IN BPS GOVERNANCE TO ALLOW BOSTON VOTERS THE RIGHT TO ELECT SCHOOL 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS, LIKE EVERY OTHER CITY IN MASSACHUSETTS? 
YES 

IF YES, please describe the model you would suggest. 
I support the Boston School Committee becoming an elected body, but we need to make sure 
that it is reflective of the diversity of the city. It is important to democratize this body, and 
ensure that students, educators, and families always have a seat at the table. When we talk 
about elections, we need to make sure that there is not a financial barrier holding back certain 
candidates. In short, there should be permanent seats for students, and parents. Elections 
should not go to the person with the most money in their campaign accounts. 

Currently there is one member of the Boston Student Advisory Council (BSAC) on the School 
Committee, but they are the only member of the school committee that cannot vote. DO YOU 
SUPPORT THE STUDENT/BSAC REPRESENTATIVE HAVING THE RIGHT TO VOTE? 
YES 
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Legislative, Policy and Campaign 

Have you been involved in any legislative efforts or ballot campaigns related to charter school 
growth or regulation? 
NO 

How did you vote on Ballot Question 2 in 2016, regarding raising charter cap? 
NO 

Please explain your reasoning for supporting either side of that question. 
I do not support Charter Schools, and believe that they take key resources from our public 
schools. Charter schools undermine our public school systems 

Have you accepted or would you accept campaign contributions from charter school 
lobbyists, advocates, or activists? 
NO 

Please explain your reasoning for this position. 
I am very intentional of where my donations come from. I will not accept any campaign 
contribution from Charter lobbyists. I think that it is important to differentiate between 
lobbyists and charter school supporters or parents. The power and intention of these two 
groups are different. I have already taken numerous campaign pledges. I have committed to not 
take money from resource extractions industries, as well as from developers. 

Briefly list any involvement you have had in legislative efforts or ballot campaigns related to 
other aspects of education, particularly around funding and/or equity. 
In 2006, I organized alongside of fellow student activists against the Michigan Civil Rights 
Amendment, a racist state ballot initiative that was aimed at removing affirmative action to 
state institutions such as colleges. We help various protests, teach ins, and letter writing 
campaigns to educate our community about the ballot initiative, and to encourage them to 
vote "No" on the initiative.




